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Via email to: iran@un.int  
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086 
 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
c/o H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khazaee 
Ambassador of Iran to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
 
April 2, 2014 

 
Re: Mr. Hamid Babaei 

 
Your Excellency: 
 
I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network to express grave concern regarding the 
recently-imposed six-year prison sentence against Mr. Hamid Babaei, a doctoral student of 
finance. We respectfully urge you to ensure that Mr. Babaei receives a fair, impartial appeal 
hearing and that convictions related to his academic activities are reconsidered.     
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 330 universities and colleges in 35  
countries dedicated to protecting the human rights of scholars around the world and to raising  
awareness, understanding of, and respect for the principles of academic freedom and its  
constituent freedoms of expression, opinion, thought, association and travel. In cases like Mr. 
Babaei’s, involving alleged infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates hoping 
to clarify and resolve matters favorably.  
 
Mr. Hamid Babaei holds a master’s degree in industrial engineering from Iran University of 
Science and Technology and is completing a doctoral degree in Finance at the University of 
Liege in Belgium. Scholars at Risk understands that Mr. Babaei was arrested in August 2013 
after attempting to return to Belgium from a summer visit in Iran. Reports indicate that after four 
months in detention, including three weeks of solitary confinement, Mr. Babaei was sentenced 
on December 21, 2013 to six years in prison for allegedly acting against national security by 
communicating with a hostile government. It is reported that the sole evidence for this charge is 
the scholarship funding which Mr. Babaei has received from the University of Liege as a 
graduate student, and that Mr. Babaei been unsuccessfully pressured to make a false confession.  
Mr. Babei has repeatedly denied the charges against him. 
 
We welcome any additional information which may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings.  Absent these, the suddenness of Mr. Babaei’s arrest in August without clear 
public explanation, his prolonged detention, and his conviction without substantial evidence 
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together suggest a troubling disregard of international standards of due process, fair trial and 
detention, as guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is signatory.  
 
Taking into account arrests of other academics throughout Iran in the years since the June 2009 
election, Mr. Babaei’s prolonged detention and conviction suggest a wider attempt to intimidate 
intellectuals and to limit academic freedom in Iran—a suggestion Scholars at Risk finds 
particularly distressing and unfortunate, given Iran’s rich intellectual history and traditional 
support for the values of scholarship and free inquiry. SAR finds this even more distressing 
given the current tensions in the region and the world, which appear to warrant more rather than 
fewer exchanges and discussions among scholars inside and outside of Iran.   
 
Scholars at Risk therefore joins with the many national and international academic associations, 
human rights organizations and individual scholars in respectfully urging you to ensure that 
Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld with regard to Mr. Babaei and all scholars. 
We respectfully urge you to intervene to ensure Mr. Babaei’s well-being while in custody, 
including ensuring regular access to legal counsel of his choosing, to family and to medical 
treatment. We urge you to ensure that Mr. Babaei receives a fair opportunity to appeal his 
sentence before an impartial tribunal, that any charges or convictions related to his academic 
activities are lifted, and that in the interim, his case is addressed in a manner consistent with 
internationally recognized standards of due process, fair trial and detention, in accordance with 
Iran’s obligations under international law. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
cc: 
 
Head of the Judiciary 
Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh 
(Office of the Head of the Judiciary) 
Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri) 
Tehran 1316814737 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir  
 
Maria Vicien-Milburn 
Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
7 place de Fontenoy 
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75352 Paris 07 SP 
France 
Fax: +33(0)1 45 68 55 75 
 
The Honorable Navanethem Pillay 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
 


