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March 11, 2014  

 

      Re:  Prof. Amr Hamzawy 
 

Your Excellency: 

 

On behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network I write to express grave concern over reports that 

Prof. Amr Hamzawy, a political scientist and scholar, faces prosecution on charges relating to his 

academic profession. 

 

Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 330 universities and colleges in 35 

countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 

opinion, expression, association and travel.  In cases like that of Prof. Hamzawy, involving 

alleged infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk intervenes hoping to clarify and resolve 

matters favorably. 

 

Prof. Hamzawy is a professor of political science at Cairo University and of public policy at the 

American University in Cairo.  We understand that on January 19, 2014, Prof. Hamzawy was 

charged with the crime of insulting the judiciary, a charge which carries the potential sentence of 

three years in jail.  (We further understand that dozens of others, including former President 

Mohammed Morsi, were also charged at the same time, although for conduct unrelated to Prof. 

Hamzawy.)  The alleged basis of the charge is a public comment by Prof. Hamzawy over six 

months earlier.  In June 2013, 43 employees of Western-backed civil society groups, including 

the National Democratic Institute, International Republican Institute, and Freedom House, were 

found guilty of receiving illegal foreign funds in order to “undermine Egypt’s national security 

and lay out a sectarian, political map that serves United States and Israeli interests.” At the time, 

Prof. Hamzawy expressed his opinion of the verdict in a Twitter message that said  “shocking, 

transparency lacking, facts undocumented & politicization evident.”  

We would of course welcome any additional or contrary information you might share which will 

help us to understand the situation more fully.   

Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Prof. Hamzawy’s comments were protected 

expression related to his professional competence as a political scientist.  Prosecution for such 

comments therefore suggests retaliation against a scholar for nonviolent exercise of academic 
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freedom and free expression, both recognized under international standards including the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

 

We are concerned that continuing prosecution of Prof. Hamzawy for such protected conduct will 

chill intellectual inquiry and debate in Egypt, and deter universities, scholars and students from 

developing valuable teaching and research partnerships with Egyptian higher education; 

partnerships which benefit Egyptian higher education and research immensely.   

 

Free and safe exchange of information, opinion and ideas is recognized as an essential 

component of higher education and scholarship.  Continuing prosecution of Prof. Hamzawy and 

other scholars undermines confidence that such free and open exchange will continue to be 

respected in Egypt.  The quality and reputation of Egyptian higher education could be seriously 

undermined as a result.  

 

We therefore join with other national and international academic associations, scholarly 

societies, human rights organizations and individuals in respectfully urging your intervention in 

support of Prof. Hamzawy. We urge you to direct appropriate authorities to investigate the 

apparent abuse of Prof. Hamzawy’s rights.  We also urge you to direct that a full, public report 

on the incident be made available as speedily as practical, both to put this unfortunate incident in 

the past and as a firm and clear demonstration of Egypt’s commitment to academic freedom, free 

inquiry and expression as fundamental to quality higher education and as essential elements of 

free, stable and prosperous societies.   

 

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert J. Quinn 

Executive Director 

 

Cc: 

 

Dr. Mohamed Fayek 

President 

National Council on Human Rights  

Fax: 20 2 376 24858 

 

Adel Abd al-Hameed  

Minister of Justice  

Lazoghly Square, Ministry of Justice  

Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt  

Fax: 20 2 795 8103 

mjustice@moj.gov.eg 
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