
SCHOLARS AT RISK 
N       E      T      W      O      R      K 

 
 

Via email to: rafael.correadelgado@presidencia.gob.ec 
 
Excmo Dr Rafael Correa 
PresidenteF 
Despacho Presidencial 
Palacio Nacional 
García Moreno 1043 
Quito, Ecuador 
 
August 21, 2015 

 
Re: Professor Manuela Picq 

 
Your Excellency: 
 
On behalf of Scholars at Risk, I write again to express grave concern regarding Professor 
Manuela Picq, a scholar and journalist whose Ecuadoran visa was canceled last week and 
remains canceled, despite a judicial decision ruling for its reinstatement.  
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 380 universities and colleges in 38 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like that of Professor Picq, involving alleged 
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk intervenes hoping to clarify and resolve matters 
favorably. 

Prof. Picq is a journalist and scholar of gender, ethnicity and politics who has studied indigenous 
issues, and who serves as a professor in the Department of International Relations at the 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Ecuador. According to media reports, on August 13, 2015, 
Prof. Picq was in Quito, observing the March of the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of 
Ecuador, a peaceful march organized by indigenous groups, with her partner, Carlos Perez, a 
lawyer and indigenous movement activist. Reports indicate that Mr. Perez and other leaders were 
arrested at the march, and that Prof. Picq attempted to record this on her camera when she, too, 
was forcibly arrested by police. Media reports indicate that Prof. Picq was beaten with batons 
and dragged away. Scholars at Risk understands that she was released later that day, when she 
was hospitalized, presumably for treatment of injuries sustained during the arrest. On August 14, 
Prof. Picq was informed that her academic visa was canceled. At a deportation hearing on 
August 17, a judge annulled the deportation order and ruled that Prof. Picq’s visa be reinstated. 
Scholars at Risk understands that, despite this order, Ecuadoran authorities have not reinstated 
the visa, and Prof. Picq plans to leave Ecuador on August 21. 

We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Prof. Picq was arrested—and her 
visa canceled and not reinstated—as a result of nonviolent activity and scholarly research, 
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conduct that is expressly protected under international human rights instruments including the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. Her arrest and visa cancellation not only raises serious concerns for her well-being, but 
for the ability of intellectuals generally in Ecuador to exercise their right to academic freedom. 
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to investigate the situation, to encourage the appropriate 
authorities to restore or re-issue Prof. Picq’s academic visa, and otherwise to ensure that her case 
proceeds in a manner consistent with Ecuador’s obligations under international law, in particular 
internationally recognized standards of academic freedom, free expression and freedom of 
association. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 


