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Via email to: rafaelcorreadelgado@presidencia.gob.ec, rpatino@mmrree.gob.ec   
 
Excmo Dr Rafael Correa 
Presidente 
Despacho Presidencial 
Palacio Nacional 
García Moreno 1043 
Quito, Ecuador 
 
Hon. Ricardo Patiño 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Carrión E1-76 y Av. 10 de Agosto 
Código Postal: 170517 
Quito, Ecuador 
 
October 20, 2015 

 
Re: Professor Manuela Picq 

 
Your Excellency: 
 
I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network to express concern over the denial of Professor 
Manuela Picq’s MERCOSUR visa application.  I respectfully write to ask you to inquire into the 
matter and to urge the appropriate authorities to explain publicly the basis for the denial of 
Professor Picq’s visa, and, in the absence of a legitimate explanation, to expeditiously reverse 
that decision and allow Professor Picq to re-enter Ecuador to continue her scholarly work. 
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 380 universities and colleges in 38 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like that of Professor Picq, involving alleged 
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk intervenes hoping to clarify and resolve matters 
favorably. 

Prof. Picq is a journalist and scholar of gender, ethnicity and politics who has studied indigenous 
issues, and who serves as a professor in the Department of International Relations at the 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Ecuador.  Scholars at Risk understands that Prof. Picq was 
stripped of her cultural exchange visa on August 14, 2015, one day after she was forcibly 
arrested, beaten with batons, and dragged away from a nonviolent protest by indigenous activists, 
including her partner, Carlos Perez. After she was released from custody, Prof. Picq 
unsuccessfully sought review of the decision revoking her visa in Ecuadoran courts. Having no 
legal status in Ecuador, Prof. Picq departed the country for Brazil on Friday, August 21, 2015.  
Scholars at Risk understands that, upon her arrival in Brazil, Prof. Picq applied for a MERCOSUR 
visa, which would have permitted her to return to Ecuador and resume her scholarly work at the 
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Universidad San Francisco de Quito. After more than one month, the application was denied 
without explanation, despite her apparent eligibility.  Professor Picq has appealed that decision.   

We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Prof. Picq has been denied entry 
into Ecuador as a result of nonviolent activity and scholarly research, conduct that is expressly 
protected under international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The denial of her 
visa raises serious concerns about protections for academic freedom in Ecuador. 
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to investigate the situation, to encourage the appropriate 
authorities to restore Prof. Picq’s visa status in Ecuador, to allow her to resume her academic 
activity at the Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Ecuador, and otherwise to ensure that her 
case proceeds in a manner consistent with Ecuador’s obligations under international law, in 
particular internationally recognized standards of academic freedom, free expression and 
freedom of association. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 


