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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Attacks on higher education communities are occurring at an alarming rate around the world, threatening
the safety and well-being of scholars, students, and staff. These attacks ultimately shrink the space in which
everyone is free to think, question, and share ideas. Through its Academic Freedom Monitoring Project,
Scholars at Risk (SAR) responds to these attacks by identifying and tracking key incidents, with the aim of
protecting vulnerable individuals, raising awareness, encouraging accountability, and promoting dialogue
and understanding that can help prevent future threats.
Free to Think 2016 is the second installment in SAR’s reporting of attacks on higher education
communities.1 The current report analyzes 158 reported attacks in 35 countries, occurring between May
1, 2015 – where the first edition of Free to Think left off – and September 1, 2016. Reported attacks
include: killings, violence, and disappearances; wrongful prosecution and imprisonment; loss of position
and expulsion from study; improper travel restrictions; and other severe or systemic issues (including, for
example, university closures or military occupation of campus).2 Free to Think brings this global crisis to
light, with the aim of highlighting the pressing need for increased awareness, enhanced documentation,
and greater protection for scholars, students, and other members of higher education communities.
Reporting also provides SAR and its partners with a foundation from which to evaluate and address these
needs, and it has prompted the launch of working groups and related advocacy on wrongful prosecutions
and student expression.

REPORTED ATTACKS ON HIGHER EDUCATION
MAY 1, 2015 - SEPTEMBER 1, 2016

Killings, Violence, Disappearances

40

Imprisonment

39

Prosecution

33

Loss of Position

17

Travel Restrictions

9

Other

20

Total

158

The narrative in Free to Think
2016 focuses on key, negative
developments in higher education
communities over the 16-month
reporting period. Attacks by armed
groups and individuals continue to
demonstrate the extent to which
the university space is not only
exposed within societies plagued
by conflict, but is also often a focal
point for such conflict. Extremists
and militants target universities
because they see a free, open
university space as a threat to their
quest for power. Such extremists
and militants have committed mass
attacks on universities in Pakistan
and Afghanistan, as well as targeted
killings of individual scholars in
Bangladesh, India, Iraq, and Syria.

1 In June 2015, SAR published Free to Think: a Report of the Academic Freedom Monitoring Project, a path-breaking global report
documenting 333 attacks on higher education communities in 65 countries between January 2011 and May 2015. To access the
report, visit: https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think/.
2 The data in this report reflects only a small subset of all attacks on higher education communities during this reporting period.
Given the limited resources available, as well as the scope, variety, and complexity of attacks occurring, a comprehensive accounting is
not yet possible.
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In Turkey, criminal and administrative
investigations were launched in January 2016
against more than 1,100 scholars; many
have since been suspended and/or dismissed
from their positions, while others have been
detained, arrested, and prosecuted. Pressures
on the higher education space in Turkey
were compounded in July and August, when
thousands of higher education professionals
were caught up in sweeping actions taken in
response to the failed July 15 coup attempt.
In Egypt, thousands of students and hundreds
of scholars remain imprisoned, and face
the persistent threat of arrest and violence;
the latter most recently exemplified by the
murder of Italian PhD student Giulio Regeni.
At the same time, local and foreign scholars
have suffered restrictions on travel and
movement apparently intended to limit their
research.
Around the world, students who participate
in organized, peaceful expression continue to
experience violence and arbitrary arrest. In
some cases, small groups of students resorted
to violence, causing injury and damage
to campus property. Significant incidents
involving pressures on student expression
and movements took place in Myanmar,
South Africa, Thailand, and Venezuela.

"Responsible
states, higher
education leaders,
and civil society
are called to [...]
reaffirm publicly
their support
for the principle
that critical

discourse is not
disloyalty..."

Although these incidents may differ by target, type of attack, location, and scale, they are part of a single
global phenomenon of increasing attacks on higher education, a crisis marked by widespread violence and
coercion to silence inquiry and discourse. Responsible states, higher education leaders, and civil society
are called to respond to this crisis — to reject the use of violence to restrict peaceful expression, and to
reaffirm publicly their support for the principle that critical discourse is not disloyalty, that ideas are not
crimes.
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VIOLENT ATTACKS ON HIGHER
EDUCATION COMMUNITIES
Violent attacks on higher education communities
continue to threaten the safety and well-being of
scholars and students, and their ability to exercise
their rights to education, freedom of expression,
and freedom of association. During the reporting
period, 19 attacks were allegedly premeditated
and carried out by militant groups or individuals,
either in apparent retaliation for scholarly work or
expression, or as part of ongoing conflict with state
authorities. At least 48 students, scholars, campus
security personnel, and other individuals were
killed in these attacks, with many more injured.
Significant incidents occurring over this reporting
period have included en masse attacks in Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Yemen. On January 20, 2016,
gunmen armed with grenades and suicide
vests raided Bacha Khan University (BKU) in
northwestern Pakistan in an attack that killed 22
people and injured another 19 (AFMI3 298). The
gunmen reportedly scaled BKU’s rear wall before
entering classrooms and opening fire. University
security forces killed the gunmen before they were
able to detonate their suicide vests. Following
the attack, a Pakistani Taliban official claimed
responsibility for the attack, stating that it was in
retaliation for the execution of four Taliban fighters
convicted in connection with a 2014 attack on a
public school.
In a similar attack, on August 24, 2016, two
unidentified gunmen entered the campus of
the American University of Afghanistan (AUAF),
in Kabul, and over the course of several hours
killed at least 13 individuals and wounded at
least 44 more (AFMI 345). The gunmen entered
the campus after a third assailant detonated a
car bomb outside the campus gates. Students
and faculty attending evening classes barricaded
3 Citations to AFMI (Academic Freedom Monitoring Project
Incidents) refer to incidents reported by the project as listed in
the appendix to this report. Individual incident descriptions and
sources are available at http://monitoring.academicfreedom.info.
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themselves in classrooms, jumped
out of windows, and scaled the
campus walls in order to escape.
Approximately eight hours after
the attack began, Afghan Special
Forces soldiers entered the
campus and killed the gunmen.
The attack came just two weeks
after the kidnapping of two AUAF
faculty members.
On October 26, 2015, ISIS
fighters in Yemen issued a
public threat to students at the
University of Aden, demanding
that the campus become sex
segregated, ban music from
campus, and require that students
pray collectively on campus. In
their demands, made in a leaflet
distributed by armed individuals
on campus, the fighters stated
that the students would be given
until October 29 to comply or
face retaliation in the form of car
and petrol bombings (AFMI 270).
Two days later, militants traveling
on a motorcycle detonated a
bomb on campus, shattering
windows and causing students to scatter for safety.
It remains unclear whether any group has publicly
taken responsibility for this attack (AFMI 271).
The attacks in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Yemen
continue to raise concerns about the threats posed
by militant and extremist groups, as well as about
the preparedness of campus security.
In addition to these en masse attacks, SAR reported
premeditated attacks on individual scholars and
students in apparent retaliation for their academic
work and extramural expression. On August 18,
2015, ISIS militants publicly executed Dr. Khaled
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Pakistani students walk past a banner bearing the
images of victims of the January 20, 2016 attack on
Bacha Khan University (AFMI 298). The university was
was reopened on February 15, 2016.
© 2016 A MAJEED/AFP/Getty Images

al-Asaad, an 82-year-old scholar of antiquities and
Aramaic, who was one of the pioneering figures
in Syrian archaeology and worked directly on the
excavation of the ancient city of Palmyra (AFMI
260). Professor Asaad was captured in July 2015
and held for roughly one month, during which ISIS
militants interrogated him and demanded that he
provide them with the location of artifacts hidden
by Syrian officials. Professor Asaad reportedly
refused and was beheaded before a large crowd.
His body was later displayed outside the ruins
of Palmyra, bearing a sign claiming that he was
an apostate and had supported the government
of President Bashar al-Assad. ISIS also accused
Professor Asaad of attending conferences with

infidels, and of being the custodian of “idols.”
SAR also reported several incidents of scholars
and students killed or threatened by apparently
targeted attacks connected to their religious
views. In India, on August 30, 2015, Kannada
University scholar Malleshappa Madivalappa
Kalburgi was shot by unidentified gunmen at his
home in Dharwad (AFMI 262). Professor Kalburgi
had for years received threats because of his
work and outspoken criticism of certain religious
groups and practices. As the threats worsened, he
was placed under police protection, but he had
requested that police withdraw their protection
in the weeks prior to the attack. In Bangladesh
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on April 6, 2016, unidentified individuals killed
Nazimuddin Samad, a law student at Jagannath
University and secular activist and blogger, who
regularly criticized religious extremism (AFMI
313). Mr. Samad was walking home near campus
when at least three individuals approached him
on a motorbike, attacked him with machetes, and
shot him before fleeing the scene. Witnesses
reported hearing shouts of “Allahu Akbar” as the
attackers fled. Mr. Samad had been included on
a “hit list” of 84 atheist bloggers, published in
March 2014. On April 23, 2016, Rezaul Karim
Siddiquee, a professor of English at Rajshahi
University, was also attacked with machetes and
killed by unidentified assailants on motorbikes
(AFMI 318). Like Mr. Samar, Professor Siddiquee,
an editor of a literary magazine who was working
to establish a local music school, reportedly
held progressive and secular views. His family

Killings, Violence,
and Disappearances
During this reporting period,
SAR issued 40 reports of killings, violence,
and disappearances in 18 countries. These
incidents include killings and disappearances
either in retaliation for particular academic
content or conduct, or targeting of members of
higher education communities, including higher
education leaders, academic and nonacademic
staff, and higher education students.
Disappearance includes arrest, detention,
abduction, or other deprivation of liberty by
government or quasi-government officials, by
groups, or by individuals acting on behalf of,
with support, consent or acquiescence of the
government, followed by a refusal to disclose
the fate or whereabouts of the persons
concerned, or a refusal to acknowledge the
deprivation of their liberty, which places such
persons outside the protection of the law.
Violence includes violent physical assaults
causing serious harm to individual members
of higher education communities, including
beatings, shootings, or other injuries with
weapons, and torture.
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reported, however, that he had never published
materials that would expose him to danger and had
never received threats. On November 10, 2015,
Professor Anisuzzaman, a professor emeritus at
Dhaka University, received a death threat by text
message from an unknown number shortly after
making a public statement condemning violent
attacks against supporters of secularism (AFMI
279). The statement, which was made jointly with
other Bengali scholars and journalists, criticized
the government for its response to the violence
and called for the arrest and prosecution of those
responsible for the killings. The perpetrator(s),
who remain(s) unknown, challenged Professor
Anisuzzaman’s support for the secularist bloggers
and asked him whether he wanted to “die and
scream with pain in [the] face of [a] machete
attack.” As of this report, Indian and Bangladeshi
authorities have been unable to identify the
perpetrators of these four attacks.
SAR condemns these targeted, violent attacks on
higher education communities and calls on state
authorities to investigate these incidents, to make
every effort to hold perpetrators accountable,
and to ensure the security of all members of
higher education communities. SAR also calls on
higher education institutions and civil society to
press state authorities for greater protection and
accountability, and to contribute to efforts to
understand and reinforce principles of autonomy
and academic freedom.
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CONFLATION OF CRITICAL DISCOURSE
WITH DISLOYALTY IN TURKEY
This reporting period saw a significant increase
in pressure on higher education in Turkey,
including widespread arrests, prosecutions, travel
restrictions, and loss of position.
In January 2016, state authorities and higher
education officials announced criminal and
administrative investigations against 1128
scholar-signatories to a public petition strongly
condemning the government’s anti-terror policies
as applied to Kurdish rebels in the southeastern
part of the country and urging the government to
resume meaningful peace negotiations (AFMI 292).
The investigations and subsequent actions were
announced almost immediately after President
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan publicly remarked that the
scholar-signatories constituted a “fifth column”
and that the petition displayed a “mentality of
colonialism.”
Authorities quickly detained dozens of scholars.
In the first week, at least 24 scholars from six
universities across Turkey were temporarily
detained in connection with the petition, including
15 who were taken into custody in a police raid
on Kocaeli University (AFMI 292, 293, and 295). In

one of the most notable cases involving petition
signatories, authorities issued arrest warrants
for four scholars who gave a March 10 press
conference reaffirming their commitment to the
petition and challenging the state’s response (AFMI
308). Three of the scholars, Esra Mungan, Kıvanç
Ersoy, and Muzaffer Kaya, presented themselves
to the İstanbul Security Directorate, where they
were arrested on charges of “making terrorist
propaganda.” Meral Camcı, a fourth scholar for
whom a warrant was issued, but who had been
out of the country, was arrested on the same
charge on March 31, following her return to Turkey.
On April 22, after weeks of detention, including
solitary confinement, the scholars attended their
first hearing, at which they again defended the
petition and refuted the charges against them. The
court released the scholars on bail after the public
prosecutor called for the charges to be reduced
to violating Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code,
which criminalizes “insulting the Turkish nation”
and carries a two-year prison sentence.4
4 When the scholars returned to court on September 27,
2016, their case was adjourned again to December 22, 2016,
because authorities had not yet granted permission to change
the charges to “insulting the Turkish state” from the more
serious terrorism-related ones.

Academics for Peace announce the release of their petition, “We will not be a party to this crime,” which condemned
the Turkish government's anti-terrorism policies and called for renewed peace talks with rebels in the southeastern
part of the country. Following this, authorities announced administrative and criminal investigations against
signatories. © 2016 Beyza Kural / Bianet
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In the weeks and months following the publication
of the petition, universities across Turkey — under
the direction of the Higher Education Council
(YÖK) — initiated disciplinary proceedings
against scholar-signatories, many of whom were
subsequently suspended, dismissed, forced to
retire, or otherwise denied work. On January 14,
Düzce University suspended sociology professor
Latife Akyüz following an investigation into her
endorsement of the petition (AFMI 292). Düzce’s
Chief Prosecutor promptly followed suit, launching
a criminal investigation of Professor Akyüz on
charges of “terrorist propaganda.” Professor Bülent
Tanju was forced to resign from his position at
Abdullah Gül University before university officials
had concluded their investigation (AFMI 292). As in
Professor Akyüz’s case, a local prosecutor opened
a criminal investigation into Professor Tanju after
the university initiated disciplinary proceedings.
Officials at Nişantaşı University terminated the
contracts of six scholar-signatories (AFMI 302).

State-run media outlets reinforced the pressure
YÖK put on institutions to conduct investigations
and disciplinary proceedings. For example, on
February 20, a pro-government newspaper
published an editorial criticizing universities for
employing suspended scholars; then immediately
afterward, Istanbul Commerce University, which
was cited in the editorial, dismissed Professor Halil
İbrahim Yenigün, who had been suspended with
pay since January 15 (AFMI 306).
Since these and other dismissals were reported,
SAR has learned that universities are refusing to
hire scholars who have lost their positions for
signing the petition, effectively terminating their
academic careers in Turkey.
In response to letters from SAR and leading higher
education organizations, Turkey’s Minister of
National Education affirmed Turkey’s commitment
to academic freedom and institutional autonomy,

Wrongful prosecution and imprisonment
During this reporting period, SAR reported 33 incidents of wrongful prosecution and
39 cases of wrongful imprisonment. Wrongful prosecution include administrative, civil,
or criminal proceedings against higher education leaders, academic and nonacademic staff, or higher
education students involving false or otherwise wrongful grounds; or charges directly relating to, or
in retaliation for, the expression of academic opinions or other professional or student activity; or in
retaliation for other exercise of fundamental human rights including free expression and freedom of
association. Wrongful imprisonment includes the arrest, interrogation, detention, and/or prosecution of
scholars, students, or other members of higher education communities on false or otherwise wrongful
grounds or charges, directly relating to, or in retaliation for, the expression of academic opinions, or other
professional or student activity, as well as in retaliation against other exercise of fundamental human rights,
including free expression and freedom of association.

Loss of position
During this reporting period, SAR reported 17 incidents of loss of position. Loss of position
includes discharge, demotion, loss of promotion, or other professional penalty for a scholar’s
academic work, including statements made in the classroom, writings, research, professional association/
union activity, engagement with (and criticism of) higher education leadership or education policy, etc.
Relevant incidents involving students include dismissal or expulsion from studies based on academic work
or student activities, including statements made in the classroom, writings, research, student association/
union activity, engagement with (and criticism of) higher education leadership or education policy, etc.
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as provided in the constitution, but asserted
that the scholars’ act of signing the petition has
been understood as “an obvious attack [on] the
Turkish government and legitimation of what the
PKK terrorists have been doing in the region.”5
The Minister’s response, in providing no specific
evidence of direct involvement on the part of the
signatory-scholars in violent conduct, thereby
conflates a scholar’s job — critical inquiry and
discourse, in this case expressed in the form of the
words in a public petition — with disloyalty and
treason. Such a conflation threatens the essence of
academic freedom.
By midyear, the scale of criminal and administrative
actions against thousands of scholars had already
reached historically unprecedented levels for
modern Turkey’s civilian-led governments.
When a violent coup attempt was made on July
15, pressures on the higher education sector
escalated further. Immediately afterward, the
government initiated a broad range of actions
against dozens of higher education institutions and
thousands of scholars and students (along with
military personnel, police, judges, prosecutors, civil
servants, journalists, civil society organizations,
and others). The government justified these
actions by claiming that those targeted were
known supporters of the alleged leader of the
coup attempt, Fethullah Gülen, a Muslim cleric
living abroad in the United States, and as such
were considered supporters of terrorism. This
assertion is belied by the haste and scale of the
actions, affecting thousands of individuals in a
matter of days, coupled with the complete absence
of any specific evidence of their involvement in
conduct beyond the peaceful expression of ideas.
As with the similar accusations against the scholarsignatories of the peace petition, the government’s
post-coup actions equate critical inquiry and
discourse with disloyalty and treason.
The most extensive actions were taken within the
first ten days of the coup attempt. On July 19, YÖK
ordered the temporary resignation of 1577 deans
5 See letter to SAR from Turkey’s Minister of National
Education: https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2016/01/globalhigher-ed-networks-stand-with-turkeys-scholars/.

at state and private universities, characterizing
the move as a “precautionary measure to
facilitate and precipitate the implementation of
the necessary steps to reestablish the autonomy
of our universities by severing possible ties with
these clandestine and illegal organizations” (AFMI
337).6 The next day, authorities issued a ban on all
work-related international travel by scholars and
demanded that all university personnel currently
outside the country return to Turkey immediately.
According to authorities, the ban — which some
professors claimed barred them from travelling
abroad for any reason — was necessary because
universities have historically been staging points
for military juntas in Turkey, and those involved in
planning the coup therefore represented a flight
risk (AFMI 339).7
On July 23, state authorities issued a decree
ordering the closure of 15 private universities,
among other institutions, that “belong to, are
connected or are in communication with the
Fethullah Terrorist Organization” (AFMI 340).
And on September 1, authorities announced that
2346 academics — including 44 signatories to the
January petition — had been dismissed for having
alleged ties to the July 15 coup attempt (AFMI
348).
In addition to these administrative pressures and
restrictions, SAR reported mass detentions of
scholars. On July 24 and 25, authorities detained
31 scholars from Istanbul University for alleged
membership in the Gülenist movement (AFMI
341). Twenty-five of the detained scholars have
since been released and banned from travel, while
two have been arrested, including Vedat Demir,
a scholar of communications and renowned
journalist, who publicly denounced the coup
attempt but had previously called for democratic
reforms and raised concerns about human rights in
Turkey. In a similar case of an en masse detention,
6 On September 6, YÖK officials announced that 1386 deans
were reinstated; however, this has yet to be confirmed. See
http://www.eua.be/Libraries/press/turkey-after-the-coupattempt-eua-meets-with-turkish-higher-education-council.
pdf?sfvrsn=4.
7 On July 22, the travel ban was lifted, but higher education
institutions were permitted to require scholars and students
abroad to return home.
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On July 24 and 25, 2016 Turkish authorities detained
31 scholars from Istanbul University on suspicion of
membership in Turkey's Gülenist movement (AFMI 341).
2007 Danbury (CC BY-SA 3.0)

25 scholars from Sakarya University were detained
on July 26 on suspicion of membership in the
Gülenist movement (AFMI 342). They have all since
been arrested on undisclosed charges. According to
family members, some scholars detained in these
and other incidents have reported harsh treatment,
including physical abuse.
Rather than demonstrating a law- and evidencebased response to the crisis, the scale and speed of
the government’s post-coup actions suggest, in the
most generous interpretation, an overreaction and
failure to appreciate the vital contribution of critical
inquiry and discourse to democratic legitimacy.
However, this best case seems unlikely, when
considered in the context of the similar actions
taken previously against the scholar-signatories of
the peace petition.
The government's actions, beyond the harm done
to the individuals targeted, have already harmed
the reputation of Turkey’s higher education
sector as a reliable partner for research projects,
teaching and study exchanges, and international
conferences and meetings. If not promptly
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reversed, these actions risk greater damage by
isolating Turkish scholars, students, and institutions
from the international flow of ideas and talent,
further undermining Turkey’s position in the global
knowledge economy and its stature in the world
more generally.
Turkish officials must honor their obligations,
including under the constitution, to protect
institutional autonomy and academic freedom.
They should reverse the actions taken and suspend
further actions against Turkey's higher education
institutions and personnel. Higher education
institutions and other members of civil society
should press officials to accelerate the reversal of
previous actions and suspend the implementation
of other planned actions. Further, officials should
be pressed to demonstrate publicly their support
for the principle that critical dissent is not
disloyalty—that ideas are not crimes.
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CONTINUING RESTRICTIONS ON ACADEMIC
COMMUNITIES IN EGYPT
This reporting period saw continued restrictions
on academic communities in Egypt. Thousands of
students and hundreds of scholars imprisoned prior
to this reporting period remain in prison, many for
peacefully exercising their right to free expression
and association.8 More recent state actions include
killings, arrests, and the increased imposition
of travel restrictions — typically on the basis
of purported security concerns — against both
Egyptian and non-Egyptian scholars and students.
In one of the most widely covered incidents this
reporting period, SAR reported on the apparently
targeted killing of Giulio Regeni, an Italian PhD
candidate from the University of Cambridge, UK,
who was studying Egyptian labor movements at
the American University in Cairo (AFMI 299).
On January 25, 2016, the fifth anniversary of
the uprising that eventually led to the removal
of President Hosni Mubarak, Mr. Regeni went
missing. He was found dead more than a
week later on the outskirts of Cairo; his body
showed signs of torture. While state authorities
claim that he was kidnapped and killed by a
gang, Egyptian and international human rights
defenders suggest Mr. Regeni was targeted by
state security forces because of his research.
Sources indicate that Mr. Regeni’s research
activities had previously raised the suspicions
of state security services. As of this report, it is
unclear who killed him.

had been conducting research on the April 6 youth
movement, a group banned by state authorities on
accusations of espionage and defamation of the
state (AFMI 257). According to Ms. Ohier, Egyptian
officials gave no reason for her arrest; however,
she reported overhearing the police officers stating
that she had “improper friends.”
Egypt’s Ministry of Higher Education (MHE)
have repeatedly used administrative measures
to restrict scholars’ travel outside of the country.
Universities have been required to subject staff
to strenuous security examinations prior to
authorizing work-related travel and to require the
return of scholars conducting contentious research
abroad. In one such instance, on December 11,
Italian PhD student Giulio Regeni went missing on
January 25, 2016, and was later found murdered on
the outskirts of Cairo (AFMI 299).
© 2016 Andrea Ronchini/Pacific Press/LightRocket via Getty

Arrests have also been used as warnings to
foreign scholars whose research touches
on sensitive issues. On July 1, 2015, French
master’s student Fanny Ohier was arrested and
subsequently deported from Egypt, where she
8 On June 9, 2016, SAR awarded the Scholars at Risk
Courage to Think Defender Award, in absentia, to the
“wrongfully detained scholars and students in Egypt,” in
recognition of their commitment to exercising the right to
think, share, and question ideas despite tremendous risks. See
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2016/06/2260/.
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2015, Cairo University (CU) notified Kholoud
Saber that despite the university’s earlier approval,
her doctoral research sabbatical at the University
of Louvain, Belgium, had been revoked after
the MHE’s General Administration of Surveying
and Information denied her security clearance
(AFMI 289). She was ordered to return to Egypt
from Belgium or lose her position as an assistant
lecturer at CU. Ms. Saber, a prominent advocate
for women’s rights and academic freedom in Egypt,
filed a lawsuit challenging the order and quickly
attracted media attention. Her sabbatical was
reinstated in February 2016, reportedly after the
president of CU intervened.
Egyptian authorities have also sanctioned scholars
for academic conduct abroad. On November
29, 2015, authorities detained the scholar and
journalist Ismail Alexandrani upon his return to
Egypt after attending a workshop in Germany
(AFMI 286). Mr. Alexandrani, a vocal critic of human
rights violations in Egypt and of counterterrorism
policy in the Sinai Peninsula, had reportedly been
warned by the Egyptian embassy in Berlin not
to attend the October 2015 workshop titled,
“Deconstructing Islamist Egypt.” When Mr.
Alexandrani arrived in Egypt to visit his ailing
mother, authorities confiscated his passport and
questioned him for over 19 hours before arresting
him on charges of “joining and supporting a
terrorist organization” and “spreading false news
liable to disturb public security and harm public

interest.” As of this report, Mr. Alexandrani remains
in pretrial detention.
SAR has noted efforts by state authorities to keep
foreign academics from entering Egypt. In January
2016, Dr. Amel Grami, a Tunisian scholar, traveled
to Egypt to give a presentation at the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina on research methods in the study of
terrorism and extremism. On her arrival at Cairo
International Airport (CAI) authorities confiscated
her passport, interrogated her, and detained her for
more than 14 hours, reportedly because she posed
a threat to national security (AFMI 291). After
repeated attempts by the Bibliotheca Alexandrina
to secure her entry failed, she elected to return to
Tunisia and was escorted there by police.
In a similar incident later that month, Dr. Atef
Botros, an Egyptian-German scholar and assistant
professor at Philipp University of Marburg in
Germany, was detained upon arrival at CAI,
purportedly on national security grounds (AFMI
300). According to Dr. Botros, who also runs an
education-focused NGO, security officials informed
him that he was banned for life from entering
Egypt.
The unsolved murder of foreign researcher
Giulio Regeni notwithstanding, the attention to
administrative and travel restrictions during the
reporting period might be taken to suggest an
improvement, in the form of the decreased severity

This reporting period saw at least three instances of scholars being barred entry to or deported from Egypt in
apparent response to academic conduct or extramural expression. 2009 Kentaro Iemoto (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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of the incidents reported, over the immediately
preceding period of documented large-scale
demonstrations, violence, and unrest. This would
be a mistake, however, as the current restrictions
must be seen in the broader Egyptian context,
including especially the continued wrongful
imprisonment of thousands of students and
hundreds of scholars. Against this backdrop, the
current restrictions suggest not improvement
but, rather, a further tightening of control, and
loss of autonomy and freedom in Egyptian higher
education, as well as a shrinking space for critical
inquiry and discourse in Egypt generally.
State authorities must reverse course and reaffirm
their commitment to academic freedom and
institutional autonomy in Egypt as provided in
the constitution. Furthermore, they must release
from detention or otherwise restore the status of
scholars, students, and others who did not engage
in violent acts and whose only offense was the
peaceful exercise of critical inquiry and expression.
Higher education authorities should similarly
reaffirm their commitment to these values while
working to mitigate wherever possible the damage
caused by the ongoing detentions, prosecutions,
and administrative and travel restrictions. Such
reaffirmation should include, for example,
formally challenging denials of security clearance,
travel permissions, and entry or exit based on a
scholar’s research, teaching, publication, or public
expressions.

"...current restrictions
suggest [...] a further
tightening of control,
and loss of autonomy
and freedom in
Egyptian higher
education, as well as
a shrinking space for
critical inquiry and
discourse..."

Travel Restrictions
During this reporting period, SAR issued nine reports of travel restrictions in five
countries. Restrictions on travel or movement include improper travel restrictions on
higher education leaders, academic and nonacademic staff, and higher education students.
These include, but are not limited to, legal, administrative or physical restrictions on travel within a state;
restrictions on travel between states; arbitrary restrictions on a scholar or student’s ability to obtain a visa,
or other entry or exit documents; denial of future permissions for travel; and retaliation for attempting
to travel or after return from travel. Travel restrictions may be imposed by government authorities of the
scholar or student’s home state, government authorities of the state to be visited, and/or higher education
institutions, leadership, or professional associations.
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THREATS TO PEACEFUL STUDENT
EXPRESSION
Student expression is an essential element
of higher education and an important force
in public discourse. Students often challenge
higher education authorities, society, and the
state — acts that can trigger attacks. During the
reporting period, SAR documented 39 incidents
involving organized student expression, including
demonstrations, protests, marches, and other
events. Most of these incidents involved the
reported use of violence, detention, arrest, and
other disciplinary measures by state and university
authorities to restrict student expression. However,
in at least seven reports, students themselves
engaged in violent activity. Taken together, these
incidents underscore the need, both for state
and university authorities, to protect student
expression and for students, for their part, to carry
out expressive activity peacefully.9
Most concerning, SAR noted at least 13 instances
in which authorities and others resorted to violent
force to restrict student expression. In two cases,
students were killed. In the early morning on
April 19, 2016, Sudanese National Intelligence
and Security Services (NISS) officers beat and
opened fire on students marching peacefully to the
University of Kordofan, in Sudan, in order to submit
their list of pro-opposition candidates for a student
election that day (AFMI 317). One student was
killed and as many as 27 others were injured.
At the University of Papua New Guinea, on June
8, 2016, police fired live ammunition at students
participating in a protest that called on Prime
Minister Peter O’Neill to step down over alleged
corruption (AFMI 327). Reports of students injured
ranged from five to as many as two dozen. Also
in Papua New Guinea, on June 25, 2016, a group
9 Following the release of Free to Think 2015, SAR launched
the Protecting Student Expression Project (PSEP) working
group. The group aims to help increase protection for student
expression, as well as to build an understanding of the
responsibilities of students and universities.
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of individuals armed with bush knives killed an
undergraduate student and set fire to several
university buildings on the campus of Papua New
Guinea University of Technology (AFMI 334). The
apparently targeted attack came after roughly one
week of anti-government protests.
On November 2, 2015, Venezuelan police and
Bolivarian National Guard officers beat and injured
ten students in an effort to break up a nonviolent
protest. The students had gathered to deliver
a document to the country’s Vice President,
demanding a resolution to a budget crisis that
they claimed damaged public universities (AFMI
275). Also in Venezuela, on May 18, 2016, armed
civilians and police officers attacked Universidad de
Los Andes students, faculty, and staff participating
in a nonviolent protest (AFMI 324). At least 20
faculty and student protesters were injured by
police and the armed group.
On February 22, 2016, students at the University
of Swaziland (UNISWA) held a peaceful protest
of UNISWA’s registration deadline and student
allowances. During the protest, riot police drove
a vehicle into a crowd of student protesters on
campus, resulting in serious injury to at least one
student (AFMI 305).
In some instances, student protests turned
violent, resulting in physical harm to participants,
destruction of campus property, and, ultimately,
damage to the legitimacy of student movements
themselves. The most notable cases in this
category occurred in South Africa, where several
universities closed temporarily. Closures occurred
after violent clashes between students and security
officers resulted in damage to campus property
following protests by “Fees Must Fall” — a student
movement opposing high tuition fees and racial
discrimination on campus. In September 2015
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), a
peaceful boycott of academic activities organized
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“Fees Must Fall” protesters demonstrate in Pretoria
on October 23, 2015. On- and off-campus student
protests at South African universities have repeatedly
been the site of violent clashes with police and security
personnel, and the destruction of campus property.
2015 Paul Saad (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

by the Student Representative Council (SRC)
turned violent when some students damaged
buildings, broke windows and water pipes, and
chased other students from lectures with a fire
extinguisher (AFMI 265). Academic activity at
UKZN was suspended for two weeks before
university administrators met with the SRC in
an effort to resolve the conflict. Similar student
protests disrupted the campus of the University
of the Western Cape (UWC) for several weeks in
October and November 2015, during which some
students interfered with exams, set university
buildings on fire, attacked security guards, and
looted a cafeteria, leading to confrontations with
police and multiple arrests (AFMI 280). In at least
one instance, police fired rubber bullets and used
stun grenades to disperse protesters. At UKZN
and UWC — among other universities where
similar protests took place — violence on campus
by students and security officers endangered
lives, jeopardized the efforts of the Fees Must Fall
movement, and created an atmosphere that could
undermine future student movements.

In addition to the use of violence to restrict student
expression, SAR has continued to see detentions
and arrests of peaceful student activists over the
reporting period. In at least three countries, laws
ostensibly intended to maintain public order were
inappropriately invoked to restrict peaceful
student expression.
In Myanmar, for example, Sections 143, 147, and
505 of the national penal code ban, respectively,
unlawful assembly, rioting, and statements;
rumors or reports intended to cause public fear or
alarm; and incitement. In three separate incidents,
students were arrested and charged with violating
all three sections following their peaceful public
expression against a new national education law
that they claim restricts academic freedom. These
include four student members of the All Burma
Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU), who were
arrested on July 1, 2015, for allegedly drawing
graffiti critical of the law and the government on
university property (AFMI 256); the October 29,
2016 arrest of Kyaw Ko Ko, the head of ABFSU,
for his role in organizing a nonviolent protest of
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the education law in March 2015 (AFMI 272);
and the November 3, 2016 arrest of ABFSU vice
chairman Lin Htet Naing for his role in a separate
March 2015 protest (AFMI 276). In April 2016,
state authorities dropped charges against hundreds
of detained activists and released them. Many of
them were students arrested and held on similar
charges in connection with protests related to the
education law. While their release was welcome,
SAR remains concerned about the possibility of
inappropriate application of the sections of the
penal code listed above to punish peaceful student
expression in the future.
Similar concerns remain in Thailand, where
authorities have arrested and accused students
engaged in peaceful expression of violating Article
12 of National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
Order No. 3/2558 (banning political gatherings of
five or more people), Article 116 of the Criminal
Code (prohibiting incitement and agitation), and
Article 61 of the Constitutional Referendum Act
of B.E. 2559 (criminalizing actions that “cause
confusion to affect the orderliness of voting”).
Students in four separate incidents were arrested
and charged with violating these laws, including
14 university students in Bangkok, who were

At SAR's 2016 Global Congress, student-activists
discussed the challenges facing student expression
around the world.
© 2016 Daniel Munier / Scholars at Risk

18

arrested on June 26, 2015, in connection with
their participation in a nonviolent protest against
continued military rule (AFMI 254); 13 students
and union activists, who were arrested on June 23,
2016, for distributing flyers critical of the ruling
junta’s draft charter (AFMI 332); seven student
activists, who were arrested on June 24, 2016,
for holding a demonstration and distributing
a newspaper (AFMI 333); and two student
activists, who were arrested on August 6, 2016,
for distributing leaflets critical of Thailand’s draft
constitution (AFMI 345). Authorities have since
released all of these students, though at the time
of this report’s publication, many of the students
continue to face pending charges.
India’s sedition law has been used in a similar
manner in the arrest and prosecution of student
activists. On February 12, 2016, Kanhaiya Kumar,
the head of the student union at Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) in New Delhi, was arrested and
charged with sedition for allegedly uttering antiIndian slogans at a campus art, music, and poetry
event commemorating the struggle of Kashmiri
activists and migrants (AFMI 303). On the day of
his arrest, India’s home minister, Rajnath Singh,
stated publicly that “[i]f anyone raises anti-India
slogans and tries to raise
question on nation's unity
and integrity, they will
not be spared,”...“Stringent
action must be taken
against those who raised
anti-India slogans in JNU.”
Two more students from
JNU — Umar Khalid and
Anirban Bhattacharya —
were arrested later that
month in connection
with their participation in
the same demonstration
(AFMI 307). Kumar, Khalid,
and Battacharya have all
been released on bail;
the charges against them
remain pending as of this
report.
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Other Attacks
During this reporting period, SAR issued reports for 20 “other” incidents in 12 countries. These
include incidents that do not fit squarely within one or more of the five defined types of conduct
yet which are of such importance, scale, scope, and/or duration that they have already, or have the
potential to, impair significantly higher education functions, academic freedom or the exercise of human
rights by members of higher education communities. Such incidents may include occupation or closing
of higher education campuses; destruction of higher education facilities, materials, or infrastructures;
systematic or prolonged harassment, or threats against members of higher education communities;
systematic limits on access to higher education; and/or systematic discrimination based on gender, race, or
other grounds in access to, employment within, or other elements relating to higher education.

Although attacks on students remain
underreported, these incidents suggest a
widespread problem of violence and inappropriate
pressures, including arrests and prosecutions
against peaceful student expression. State
and higher education authorities must respect
students’ right to engage in peaceful expression
and must refrain from violence or other
inappropriate responses, especially those likely
or intended to provoke violent responses from
students. In instances where some students
fail to act peacefully and engage in destructive
or violent acts, state and university authorities
seeking to protect property and other persons
should nevertheless exercise restraint and take
care to distinguish between violent actors and
those students engaged in responsible, peaceful
expression.

"State and
higher education
authorities must
respect students’
right to engage in
peaceful expression
and must refrain
from violence..."

19

Scholars at Risk Academic Freedom Monitoring Project

RECOMMENDATIONS
The data reflected in Free to Think 2016 present a crisis of attacks on higher education communities around
the world, with heightened pressures brought to bear in Turkey, Egypt, and beyond. The widespread use
of violence, arrests, prosecution, professional retaliation, restrictions on travel and movement, and other
pressures shrinks the space for higher education communities to develop and convey knowledge, especially
on issues of critical importance to public policy and democratic debate. Recognizing that these incidents —
despite variations in target, type of attack, location, and scale — are part of a single global phenomenon is a
critical first step to devising solutions. The next step is to encourage a robust response at the international
and state levels, from within the higher education sector itself, and from civil society and the public at
large.
States, higher education leaders, civil society, and the public at large in all countries are urged to:
• recognize publicly the problem of attacks on higher education, their negative consequences, and the
responsibility of states to protect higher education communities within their territories against such
attacks;
• abstain from direct or indirect involvement in attacks on higher education of any type, including by undue
external interference or compulsion;
• demand prompt, thorough, and transparent investigations of attacks on higher education communities, as
well as all reasonable efforts to hold perpetrators accountable;
• take all reasonable measures to ensure adequate security for all members of higher education
communities;
• respect the right of students to engage in peaceful expression, and refrain from violence or other
inappropriate responses to such expression;
• contribute to efforts aimed at reinforcing principles of academic freedom and institutional autonomy,
including by reaffirming their commitment in public statements, policies, and practices to the principles
that ideas are not crimes, and that critical discourse is not disloyalty.

In Turkey especially, state authorities, higher education leaders, and civil society are urged to:
• honor their obligations, including under the constitution, to protect institutional autonomy and academic
freedom;
• disavow publicly direct or indirect involvement in attacks on higher education of any type, including by
undue external interference or compulsion; and
• suspend and reverse actions taken against Turkish higher education institutions and personnel.

In Egypt especially, state authorities, higher education leaders, and civil society are urged to:
• reaffirm publicly their commitment to academic freedom and institutional autonomy as provided in the
constitution;
• release from detention and otherwise restore the status of scholars, students, and other members
of higher education communities who did not engage in violent acts and whose only offense was the
peaceful exercise of critical inquiry and expression; and
• mitigate the damage caused by the ongoing detentions, prosecutions, and administrative and travel
restrictions by formally challenging denials of security clearance, travel permissions, and entry or exit
based on a scholar’s research, teaching, publication, or public expressions.
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APPENDIX: TABLE OF INCIDENTS
The below table includes 158 attacks arising from 101 verified incidents in 35 countries, as reported by
Scholars at Risk’s Academic Freedom Monitoring Project from May 1, 2015 to September 1, 2016. Note
that the total number of attacks exceeds the total number of incidents reported because a single incident
may involve more than one type of conduct. Figures cited only include independently verified incidents.
Over this reporting period, the project evaluated more than 160 reported attacks in 43 countries. Incidents
are listed below in reverse chronological order and are described by date, the country where the incident
took place, the institutions implicated in the incident, and the type(s) of attack associated with the incident.
For more detailed information on the below incidents, including links to sources cited in incident reports,
please visit the Academic Freedom Monitoring Project website at http://monitoring.academicfreedom.info.

AFMI Date

Country

Institution(s)

348

Turkey

Various

09/01/16

X

347

08/31/16

Egypt

German University of Cairo

346

08/24/16

Afghanistan

American University of Afghanistan

345

08/06/16

Thailand

Khon Kaen University, Sunaree University of Technology

X

X

X

344

08/05/16

Turkey

NASA, The University of Houston

X

08/03/16

Turkey

Tunceli University

X

X

342

07/26/16

Turkey

Sakarya University

X

X

X

X

341

07/24/16

Turkey

Istanbul University

340

07/23/16

Turkey

Various Institutions

339

07/20/16

Turkey

All Turkish Higher Education Institutions

338

07/20/16

Turkey

Center for Legal Ethical and Political Studies

337

07/19/16

Turkey

All Turkish Higher Education Institutions

336

07/05/16

Venezuela

Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, Universidad
Nororiental Gran Mariscal de Ayacucho

335

06/28/16

Hong Kong

Hong Kong Polytechnic University

334

06/25/16

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea University of Technology

333

06/24/16

Thailand

Kasetsart University, Ramkhamhaeng University

X
X

X

X
X

X
X
X
X

332

06/23/16

Thailand

Thammasat University, Ramkamhang University

X

06/20/16

Turkey

Istanbul University

X

330

06/16/16

Turkey

Bilgi University

329

06/16/16

India

University of Mysore

328

06/08/16

Pakistan

University Law College Quetta

X
X

X
X

X

327

06/08/16

Papua New Guinea

University of Papua New Guinea

326

06/07/16

Honduras

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras

325

06/06/16

Iran

Concordia University

324

05/18/16

Venezuela

Universidad de los Andes

323

05/11/16

Venezuela

Central University of Venezuela (UCV)

322

05/05/16

Sudan

University of Khartoum

Prosecution

X

X

331

Imprisonment

X

X

343

Killings, Violence, Disappearances

X

X

X
X
X
X
X

Loss of Position

X
X

X

Travel Restrictions

X

Other
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AFMI Date

Country

Institution(s)

321

Colombia

University of Antioquia

05/01/16

X

320

04/27/16

Sudan

Omdurman Ahlia University

X

319

04/23/16

India

Aligarh Muslim University

X

318

04/23/16

Bangladesh

Rajshahi University

X

317

04/19/16

Sudan

University of Kordofan

X

316

04/17/16

India

Jawaharlal Nehru University

X

315

04/14/16

Kuwait

Kuwait University

X

X

314

04/11/16

Nigeria

University of Port Harcourt

X

313

04/06/16

Bangladesh

Jagannath University

X

312

03/31/16

Venezuela

Universidad Metropolitana

311

03/22/16

India

Hyderabad Central University

X

310

03/15/16

Nigeria

Abia State University

X

309

03/15/16

Turkey

Bilgi University

X

X

X

X

X

X

308

03/14/16

Turkey

Boğaziçi University, Mimar Sinan University of
Fine Arts, Nişantaşı University, İstanbul Yeniyüzyıl
University

307

02/23/16

India

Jawaharlal Nehru University

306

02/22/16

Turkey

Istanbul Commerce University

02/22/16

Swaziland

University of Swaziland

02/15/16

Malaysia

University of Malaya

303

02/12/16

India

Jawaharlal Nehru University

302

02/08/16

Turkey

Nişantaşı University

301

02/02/16

Turkey

Ankara University

300

01/30/16

Egypt

Philipp University of Marburg
X
X

01/25/16

Egypt

298

01/20/16

Pakistan

Bacha Khan University

297

01/18/16

Turkey

Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University

X
X

X

305

299

X
X

304

The American University in Cairo, University of
Cambridge

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

296

01/18/16

Nigeria

Rivers State University of Science and Technology

295

01/15/16

Turkey

Abant İzzet Baysal University

294

01/15/16

Turkey

Giresun University

293

01/14/16

Turkey

Erzurum Atatürk University

X

X

X

292

01/11/16

Turkey

Various Institutions

X

X

X

291

01/03/16

Egypt

University of Manouba, Bibliotheca Alexandrina

290

12/23/15

Ethiopia

Addis Ababa University

289

12/11/15

Egypt

Cairo University

288

12/05/15

Ethiopia

Haramaya University

287

12/02/15

Belarus

Belarus State University

286

11/29/15

Egypt

Victim Unaffiliated

285

11/19/15

Côte d'Ivoire

The Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny

284

11/18/15

South Korea

Sejong University

283

11/13/15

Zimbabwe

Various Institutions

Thailand

Chiang Mai University, Khon Kaen University, Thaksin University, Burapha University

282
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X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X

X
X
X

X
X

X
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AFMI Date

Country

Institution(s)

281

11/11/15

Iraq

University of Mosul

X

280

11/11/15

South Africa

University of the Western Cape

X

279

11/10/15

Bangladesh

Dhaka University

X

278

11/10/15

Yemen

University of Ibb

X

277

11/04/15

Venezuela

Central University of Venezuela (UCV)

276

11/03/15

Myanmar

Various Institutions

275

11/02/15

Venezuela

Central University of Venezuela (UCV)

X
X

274

10/30/15

Venezuela

Zulia University (LUZ)

273

10/29/15

South Korea

Ewha Womans University

X
X

272

10/29/15

Myanmar

Various Institutions

10/28/15

Yemen

University of Aden

X

270

10/26/15

Yemen

University of Aden

X

269

10/24/15

Iran

Baha’i Institute for Higher Education

268

10/20/15

Venezuela

Central University of Venezuela (UCV)

267

10/07/15

Thailand

Ratchabhat University

266

09/17/15

Morocco

University of Mohammed V-Rabat

265

09/16/15

South Africa

University of KwaZulu-Natal

X

X

Iraq

University of Diyala

X

South Africa

Vaal University of Technology

X
X

India

Kannada University
Unaffiliated

260

08/18/15

Syria

Unaffiliated

X
X

09/13/15

UAE

X

X

09/04/15
08/30/15

X
X

264

08/18/15

X

X

263
262

X

X

271

261

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

259

08/13/15

Malaysia

International Islamic University Malaysia

258

08/13/15

Ecuador

Universidad San Francisco de Quito

X

257

07/01/15

Egypt

School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences

X
X

X

X
X

256

07/01/15

Myanmar

Yadanabon University

255

06/29/15

Russia

Lobachevsky State University of Nizhni Novgorod

X

254

06/26/15

Thailand

Thammasat University, Khon Kaen University

X

X

253

06/21/15

Angola

Universidade Independente de Angola

X

X

252

06/16/15

Nigeria

Ambrose Alli University

X

X

X

X

251

06/16/15

Iran

Unaffiliated

250

06/11/15

Mozambique

Institute for Social and Economic Studies

249

05/13/15

Malaysia

International Islamic University Malaysia

24810

05/07/15

Palestine

Birzeit University

X
X
X

May 1, 2015 - September 1, 2016 total:
Total Attacks:

X

40 39 33 17 9
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10 AFMI numbering continues from the most recent incident reported in Free to Think 2015 (see https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/
resources/free-to-think/). For a comprehensive index of monitoring incidents, please visit http://monitoring.academicfreedom.info/
incident-index.
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APPENDIX: METHODOLOGY
The SAR Academic Freedom Monitoring Project aims to identify, assess, and track incidents involving
one or more of six (6) types of conduct which may constitute violations of academic freedom and/or the
human rights of members of higher education communities. The project consists of Scholars at Risk staff
working in partnership with higher education professionals, researchers, and advocates around the world
serving as monitors. Each monitor focuses on a specific country or region, sometimes serving as a lead
researcher supervising teams of other monitors and/or student researchers. Monitors and their researchers
may work within or external to the country or region being covered, following a detailed system developed
by Scholars at Risk for identifying, reporting on, and analyzing incidents of attacks on higher education
systems, institutions or personnel. Anonymity of monitors is maintained where warranted by personal
security or other concerns.
The six types of conduct monitored include: (1) killings, violence, and disappearances; (2) wrongful
imprisonment/detention; (3) wrongful prosecution; (4) wrongful dismissal/loss of position/expulsion from
study; (5) restrictions on travel or movement; and (6) other. The “other” type acknowledges that it is not
easy to anticipate all relevant types of attacks that the monitoring project might expose and leaves room
for researchers to include significant incidents which do not fit squarely elsewhere. Over time, regular
reports of similar kinds of conduct in the “other” type may justify adding an additional delimited type.
“Other” types of attacks identified by the project include military targeting, occupation or use of higher
education facilities; forced university closures; and systematic discrimination in access to higher education.
For three of the types – travel, dismissal/loss of position/expulsion, and prosecution – the project reports
only on incidents bearing some nexus to academic speech, content or conduct. For the other three
types – imprisonment; killings, violence, and disappearances; and other significant events – the project
requires only a nexus to members of higher education communities or higher education institutions and
infrastructures. For example, the dismissal of a professor or student is included if there appears to be a
nexus between the professor or student’s academic speech, conduct or the content of research, writing,
teaching, or lecturing. The killing of a professor or student is included even if there is no specific link to
academic speech, conduct or the content, if it satisfies the definition of “attack” and is therefore likely to
contribute to insecurity and have a chilling effect on higher education, intentional or otherwise.
Monitors submit reports to Scholars at Risk on a rolling basis. Monitors are encouraged to focus on
the defined types of attacks, but are also instructed to exercise an “inclusion preference,” reporting
corroborated incidents which may be difficult to fit within the five defined types, but which raise significant
concerns about the security and freedom of higher education communities. This allows the broadest
collection of initial data, data that over time will help support analysis of scope and frequency. In all cases,
Scholars at Risk staff provide a secondary level of review and work within the limits of available resources,
and with individual monitors, to corroborate reported incidents and to evaluate when an incident rises
to the level of reportable “attack” for project purposes. Sources typically include local, national, and
international media outlets and, where possible, primary sources such as interviews with victims, witnesses
or bystanders, and court, government, or university documents. Incidents corroborated by sufficient
reliable sources are deemed “verified” and published as warranting public attention, including via email
digests, website, social media, and summary reports. Scholars at Risk welcomes submissions of additional
corroborating, clarifying or contradictory information which may be used to further research or otherwise
improve data reported.
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SAR PUBLICATIONS & MATERIALS
Materials are available on Scholars at Risk's website at www.scholarsatrisk.org.

Universities in a Dangerous
World: Report from the
2016 SAR Global Congress

Free to Think (2015): Report of
the Scholars at Risk Academic
Freedom Monitoring Project

Getting Involved:
Guide to SAR Membership and
Activities

The University and the Nation:
Courage to Think Monologues:
Intellectual-HRDs & Claims for
Safeguarding
Higher
Education
in
Stories of Threatened Scholars
Academic Freedom under Human
Tunisia
and
Beyond
Rights Law, Int'l J. H.Rts., Vol. 18,
Issue 7-8, pp. 898-920
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SAR PUBLICATIONS & MATERIALS (CONTINUED)

How to Host Handbook

Scholar Handbook

Speaker Series Handbook

Wrongful Prosecution
of Academics

Protecting Student Expression

Promoting Higher
Education Values

(Forthcoming)
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(Forthcoming)

(Forthcoming)

Thousands of educators and academics are killed, imprisoned, attacked, or threatened
around the world each year because of what they teach, write, or say. This is dangerous
for all of us. It not only destroys lives, but it also denies everyone the benefit of expert
knowledge, destabilizes vulnerable societies, and cripples the healthy public discourse
that sustains democracy.
Based at New York University, Scholars at Risk is an international network of over 425
higher education institutions and thousands of individuals in over 40 countries that
is leading the charge in protecting and offering sanctuary to threatened scholars and
students. Our mission is to protect higher education communities and their members
from violent and coercive attacks, and by doing so to expand the space in society for
reason and evidence-based approaches to resolving conflicts and solving problems.
We meet this mission through direct protection of individuals, advocacy aimed at
preventing attacks and increasing accountability, and research and learning initiatives
that promote academic freedom and related values.
Institutions and individuals are invited to take part in this important work by joining
the network, offering to host at-risk scholars, organizing campus events, advocating
on behalf of imprisoned academics and students, conducting research through SAR's
Academic Freedom Monitoring Project and working groups, proposing your own
projects, and donating to SAR to sustain these activities. To learn more about SAR
activities, network membership, or how you or your institution might benefit, visit
www.scholarsatrisk.org.
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