
 
 
 

General Prayut Chan-ocha 
Prime Minister of Thailand 
Government House 
Pitsanulok Road, Dusit 
Bangkok 10300 
Thailand 
 
June 30, 2016 

Re: Students and activists arrested over peaceful demonstration 
 

Your Excellency: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network to express concern over the arrest and 
prosecution of 13 students and activists in connection with a nonviolent demonstration. I 
respectfully urge you to reconsider any charges related to the students’ and activists’ peaceful 
exercise of free expression and association and to ensure the remaining imprisoned students’ and 
activists’ well-being while in custody, in accordance with international human rights standards.  
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like that of the 13 students and activists, 
involving alleged infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk intervenes in hopes of 
clarifying and resolving matters favorably. 
 
SAR understands that on June 23, 2016, uniformed and plainclothes soldiers reportedly arrested 
13 individuals, including members of a Thai student group known as New Democracy 
Movement (NDM) and other activists, who had gathered outside an industrial complex to 
distribute flyers critical of the National Council for Peace and Order's (NCPO) draft charter. 
NDM has reportedly expressed concern that the draft charter weakens Thai democracy. We 
understand that while the students and activists were distributing the flyers, soldiers reportedly 
ordered them to stop no later than 5:30 PM. When the students and activists asked that they be 
allowed to continue their activities until 6:00 PM, the soldiers reportedly refused and promptly 
arrested them. Since their arrest, the students and activists have reportedly been charged with: 
violating Article 12 of NCPO Order No. 3/2558, which bans political gatherings of five or more 
people; Article 61 of the Constitutional Referendum Act of B.E. 2559, which criminalizes 
actions that “cause confusion to affect the orderliness of voting;” and Announcement No. 25 of 
the Council for Democratic Reform, which criminalizes the refusal to be fingerprinted. If 
convicted, we understand that the students and activists could face prison sentences ranging from 
six months to ten years, fines totaling 511,000 baht (roughly US $14,475), and restricted voting 
rights for up to five years. 



 

 
SAR further understands that on June 24, six of the arrested students and activists were released 
on bail, but continue to face charges. Among the released is Rackchart Wong-Arthichart, a 
Thammasat University student activist and a member of SAR's Protecting Student Expression 
working group. The remaining seven students reportedly refused to post bail and will remain in 
jail until at least July 5 when they are scheduled to appear at a detention renewal hearing. 
 
We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify my 
understanding. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that the students and activists have 
been arrested, imprisoned and face charges as a result of the nonviolent exercise of the rights to 
freedom of expression and freedom of association – conduct that is expressly protected under 
international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
The charges raise concerns not only about the arrested students and activists, but also about the 
ability of students generally in Thailand to exercise their right to freedom of thought and 
peaceful assembly. 
 
SAR therefore respectfully urge you to direct the appropriate authorities to release the remaining 
imprisoned students and activists, to ensure that any charges stemming from the nonviolent 
exercise of the rights to freedom of expression or association are dropped, and, in the event that 
any or all of the 13 students and activists are prosecuted, to ensure that they are tried in a manner 
consistent with internationally recognized due process and fair trial standards in accordance with 
Thailand’s obligations under international law.  
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
cc: 
 
The Honorable Don Pramudwinai 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Sri Ayudhya Road 
Bangkok 10400, Thailand 
Email: minister@mfa.go.th 
Fax: +66 2643-5320 
 



 

Pol. Gen. Chakthip Chaijinda 
Commissioner General of the Royal Thai Police 
Rama I Rd, Khwaeng Pathum Wan 
Khet Pathum Wan 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand 
Fax: +662 2053-738 
 
Pol. Sub. Lt. Pongniwat Yuthaphunboripahn  
Deputy Attorney General. 
The Office of the Attorney General 
The Government Complex 
Building B 120 Moo 3 
Chaengwattana Road, Thoongsonghong, Laksi 
Bangkok 10210, Thailand 
Email: ag@ago.go.th 
Fax: +662 1439-546  
 
The Honorable What Tingsamitr 
Chairman of National Human Rights Commission  
The Government Complex 
Building B 120 Moo 3 
Chaengwattana Road  
Thoongsonghong, Laksi 
Bangkok 10210, Thailand  
E-mail: help@nhrc.or.th 
 
Pol. Cap. Withoon Pengbuppha 
Bang Sao Thaong Police Station 
Bang Sao Thong District 
Samut Prakan 10540, Thailand  
Fax: +662 3134-119 
 
The Honorable John F. Kerry 
United States Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
Fax: +1 202-647-1579 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org 
Fax: +41 22-917-9220 
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