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Via email to: Info@moj.gov.bh 
Via fax to: + 973 1753 6343 
 
Dr. Ali Bin Fadhul Al-Buainain 
Attorney General 
Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs 
P.O. Box 450, Diplomatic Area, Manama  
Kingdom of Bahrain 
 
November 15, 2016 

 
RE: Khalil Al-Halwachi 

 
Your Excellency:  
 
I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network to express grave concern over the deteriorating 
health of Professor Khalil Al-Halwachi, an engineer and academic instructor who has been 
denied medical care while in prolonged detention.  
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of hundreds of universities and colleges in 40 
countries dedicated to protecting the human rights of scholars around the world, and to raising 
awareness, understanding of, and respect for the principles of academic freedom and its 
constituent freedoms of expression, opinion, thought, association, and travel. In cases like this, 
involving alleged infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates hoping to clarify 
and resolve matters favorably.  

 
Scholars at Risk understands that on September 3, 2014, security forces raided Professor Al-
Halwachi’s home, arrested him, and took him to the Criminal Investigations Directorate, where 
reports allege that Professor Al-Halwachi was interrogated regarding his former association with 
a political group, and where he experienced ill-treatment and torture. He was later transferred to 
Dry Dock Detention Center. On March 22, 2015, a first hearing was held; however, Professor 
Al-Halwachi refused to attend in protest. Despite his absence, the court proceeded in charging 
him with alleged possession of a weapon. The trial has been postponed 20 times since, with the 
next hearing currently scheduled for November 27, 2016. Distressingly, recent reports suggest 
that Professor Al-Halwachi’s health is deteriorating; in September 2016, he reportedly suffered a 
stroke that resulted in the loss of movement in his body. SAR understands that he did not receive 
adequate medical attention. He remains at Dry Dock, in near isolation, and reportedly continues 
to experience ill-treatment.  
 
In addition, on November 9, Professor Al-Halwachi’s daughter, Fatima Al-Halwachi, deputy 
chairman of the European-Bahraini Organisation for Human Rights, was informed of a travel ban 
against her, in apparent retaliation for her advocacy on her father’s behalf.  
 
We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Professor Al-Halwachi was 
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arrested as a result of nonviolent expressive and associative activity, conduct that is expressly 
protected under international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Bahrain is 
party. This raises not only serious concerns for Professor Al-Halwachi’s well being, but for the 
ability of intellectuals generally in Bahrain to exercise their right to free expression.  
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to investigate the situation and to secure Professor Al-
Halwachi’s immediate release or, pending his release, to drop any charges or proceedings against 
Professor Al-Halwachi which stem from his exercise of the right of freedom expression and 
association; to ensure that his case proceeds in a manner consistent with Bahrain’s obligations 
under international law, in particular internationally recognized standards of due process, fair 
trial, and free expression; and to ensure his well being while in custody, including immediate 
access to medical care, legal counsel, and family. 
 
We thank you for your attention to this important matter, and look forward to your response.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
 
Cc: 
 
His Majesty Sheikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa 
King of Bahrain 
Office of His Majesty the King 
P.O. Box 555, Rifa’a Palace, Manama 
Kingdom of Bahrain 
Fax: + 973 1766 4587 
 
His Highness Prince Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman bin Al Khalifa 
Prime Minister 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
P.O. Box 547, Government Road 
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain 
Email: info@mofa.gov.bh 
Fax: + 973 1753 6343 
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The Honorable Shaikh Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Khalifa 
Kingdom of Bahrain Ambassador to the United States 
3502 International Drive NW 
Washington, DC 20008, USA 
Email: ambsecretary@bahrainembassy.org 
Fax: + 1 202-362-2192 
 
The Honorable William V. Roebuck  
United States Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain  
Building No. 979 
Road 3119, Block 331 
Zinj District, P.O. Box 26431 
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain 
Email: ManamaPAO@state.gov 
Fax: +973 1-727-2594 
 
The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 USA 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  
Palais des Nations  
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org  
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