
 
 

 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid al-Maktoum 
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
Prime Minister’s Office 
P.O. Box: 212000  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
Via fax to: +971 4 330 4044 
Via email to: info@primeminister.ae  
 
August 24, 2016 
 

RE: Ensure Dr. bin Ghaith's right to due process and proper treatment 
 
Your Highness:  

 
I write on behalf of Scholars at Risk to express grave concern for prominent economist Dr. 
Nasser bin Ghaith, who was arrested over one year ago on undisclosed charges, and is in urgent 
need of proper access to medical treatment and legal counsel. 
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like that of Dr. bin Ghaith, involving alleged 
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk intervenes hoping to clarify and resolve matters 
favorably. 
 
Dr. bin Ghaith is an economist, prominent academic and former lecturer at University of Paris IV 
(Paris-Sorbonne) Abu Dhabi who has publicly called for political reform and human rights in the 
United Arab Emirates. Scholars at Risk understands that on August 18, 2015, State Security 
officers arrested Dr. bin Ghaith in Abu Dhabi. He was taken to an unknown location, where he 
was denied access to his family, lawyer and medical treatment. Scholars at Risk further 
understands that on April 4, 2016, Dr. bin Ghaith was granted a hearing, which was closed to all 
except family and state media. Reports indicate that Dr. bin Ghaith met his lawyer for the first 
time during the hearing, though he was not given time to speak with him in private, and that Dr. 
bin Ghaith complained to the court of ill treatment and torture in detention. Reports further 
indicate that, if convicted, Dr. bin Ghaith will not be granted an appeal. 
 
On May 2, Dr. bin Ghaith attended a second hearing at which the court examined the charges 
laid against him, which include “committing a hostile act against a foreign state” and “posting 
false information in order to harm the reputation and stature of the state and one of its 
institutions.” The charges apparently relate to a series of tweets in which he reportedly criticized 
the Egyptian regime, an ally of the UAE, for failing to hold anyone accountable for the 2016 
Raba'a Square Massacre in Cairo, as well as tweets claiming that he had not been granted a fair 
trial as part of the "UAE5" case. Dr. bin Ghaith has since attended subsequent hearings on May 
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23 and June 20, both of which have been followed by reports that his health continues to 
deteriorate due to prison conditions. Professor bin Ghaith has since been moved to the notorious 
Al Sadr Prison where he awaits a September 26 court hearing. 
 
We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify my 
understanding. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Dr. bin Ghaith was arrested and is 
being charged in retaliation for nonviolent expressive activity, conduct that is expressly protected 
under international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. His arrest, prolonged 
detention and reported ill treatment in detention not only raise serious concerns for Dr. bin 
Ghaith’s well being, but for the ability of intellectuals generally in the UAE to exercise their 
right to free expression. 
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to investigate the situation and to secure Dr. bin Ghaith’s 
release or, pending his release, to ensure that his case proceeds in a manner consistent with the 
UAE’s obligations under international law, in particular internationally recognized standards of 
due process and fair trial; to investigate reports of torture and ill treatment in detention; and to 
ensure his well being while in custody, including regular access to family, counsel and any 
medical treatment he may require. 
 
We thank you for your attention to this important matter, and look forward to your response.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: 
 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan  
Minister of the Interior 
Zayed Sport City, Arab Gulf Street, Near to Shaikh Zayed Mosque 
POB: 398, Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
Email: moi@moi.gov.ae  
Fax: +971 2.402.2762 
Fax: +971 2.441.5780 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince Court 
King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud Street, 
P.O. Box: 124 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Fax: +971 2.668.6622 
 
Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba 
Embassy of the United Arab Emirates 
3522 International Court NW Suite #400 
Washington, DC 20008 USA 
Email: info@uaeembassy-usa.org  
Fax: +1 202-243-2432  
 
The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 USA 
Fax: +1 202-647-1579 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussain 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  
Palais des Nations  
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org  
Fax: +41 22.917.9011 
 

 
 


