
 
 

 

Via email to: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg 

 

President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

Office of the President 

Al Ittihadia Palace  

Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt  
 

April 20, 2017 

 

RE: Release and drop charges against Ismail Alexandrani 
 

Your Excellency:  
 

I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network to express grave concern over Ismail 

Alexandrani, a scholar and journalist who has been kept in pre-trial detention since November 

2015 on charges that apparently stem from his peaceful expressive and associative activity. 

Scholars at Risk respectfully asks that you urge the appropriate authorities to release Mr. 

Alexandrani and to drop any charges related to his peaceful exercise of the rights to academic 

freedom, freedom of expression, and freedom of association. 
 

Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of more than 450 universities and colleges in 

36 countries dedicated to protecting the human rights of scholars around the world, and to raising 

awareness, understanding of, and respect for the principles of academic freedom and its constituent 

freedoms of expression, opinion, thought, association, and travel. In cases like that of Mr. 

Alexandrani, involving alleged infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates 

hoping to clarify and resolve matters favorably.  
 

Mr. Alexandrani is a former fellow with the Woodrow Wilson Center in the United States and an 

independent journalist who, through his writings, has publicly criticized the Egyptian government, 

including its counter-terrorism policies in the Sinai. In the fall of 2015, Mr. Alexandrani reportedly 

traveled to Europe to participate in conferences and workshops, including a Berlin workshop titled 

“Deconstructing Islamist Egypt.” Egyptian Embassy officials in Berlin reportedly warned Mr. 

Alexandrani not to attend this workshop. 

 

SAR understands that on November 29, 2015 Mr. Alexandrani flew back to Egypt to visit his 

ailing mother, but was detained by Egyptian authorities upon arrival at Hurghada Airport. Security 

agents reportedly took him into custody, confiscated his passport, and questioned him for several 

hours. On December 1, the State Security Prosecution in Cairo interrogated Mr. Alexandrani for 

eight more hours and then arrested him on charges of “spreading false news liable to disturb public 

security and harm public interest” and “joining and supporting a terrorist organization;” charges 

that appear to stem from his academic and journalistic activities. He was then ordered to be held 

in pre-trial detention for 15 days. SAR understands that Mr. Alexandrani’s pre-trial detention was 

extended repeatedly until November 20, 2016, when a Cairo criminal court ordered his release. 

The prosecution, however, successfully appealed the order. As of this writing, Mr. Alexandrani is 

due to remain in pre-trial detention until at least May 9, 2017.  
 

We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 



 
 
 

 

understandings. Absent this, the facts as described suggest that Mr. Alexandrani was arbitrarily 

arrested and is being held in apparent retaliation for the peaceful exercise of the rights to academic 

freedom, freedom of expression, and freedom of association – conduct which is expressly 

protected by international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Egypt is a party. 
 

We therefore respectfully urge you to secure Mr. Alexandrani’s unconditional release and to drop 

charges related to his peaceful expressive or associative activity; or, pending this, to ensure that 

Mr. Alexandrani’s case proceeds in a manner consistent with Egypt’s obligations under 

international law, including especially internationally recognized standards of due process and fair 

trial, and to ensure his well-being while in custody, including access to legal counsel and family. 
 

We thank you for your attention to this important matter, and look forward to your response.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Robert Quinn 

Executive Director 
 

CC: 
 

The Honorable Sherif Ismail 

Prime Minister of Egypt 

Magles El Shaab St. 

Cairo, Egypt 

Email: primemin@idsc.gov.eg 

 

The Honorable Mohamed Hossam Abdel-Rehim 

Minister of Justice 

Ministry of Justice 

Magles El Saeb Street, 

Wezaret Al Adl, Cairo, Egypt 

Email: mjustice@moj.gov.eg 

 

The Honorable Nabeel Sadek 

Public Prosecutor 

Office of the Public Prosecutor 

Supreme Court House, 1 “26 July” Road 

Cairo, Egypt 

Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg 

 

  



 
 
 

 

The Honorable Yasser Reda 

Ambassador of Egypt to the United States 

Embassy of Egypt 

3521 International Ct NW 

Washington, DC 20008, USA 

Email: ambassador@egyptembassy.net 

 

The Honorable Robert Stephen Beecroft 

Ambassador of the United States to Egypt 

U.S. Embassy Cairo 

5 Tawfik Diab Street 

Garden City, Cairo, Egypt 

Email: beecroftrs@state.gov 

 

The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson 

Secretary of State 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 USA 

 

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Palais des Nations  

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


