
 
 

 

Via email to: presidentofindia@rb.nic.in  

 

The Honorable Ram Nath Kovind 

President of the Republic of India 

President’s Secretariat 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi 110 004 

India 

 

June 7, 2018 

Re: Professor Gokarakonda Naga Saibaba 

Your Excellency,  

 

I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk network to express grave concern for the health and well-being of 

Professor Gokarakonda Naga Saibaba, an English professor at Delhi University, who is serving a life 

sentence and has been refused medical care. I respectfully urge you to call on the appropriate authorities to 

immediately release Professor Saibaba.  

 

Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 500 universities and colleges in 41 countries 

dedicated to protecting the human rights of scholars around the world and to raising awareness, 

understanding of, and respect for the principles of academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of 

expression, opinion, thought, association and travel. In cases like this, involving alleged infringement of 

these freedoms and the endangerment of peaceful scholars’ lives, SAR intervenes hoping to clarify and 

resolve matters favorably.  

 

Professor Saibaba is an English professor at Delhi University who has engaged in human rights activism 

on behalf of vulnerable populations in India, including tribal groups who suffer from poverty and human 

rights violations due to the prolonged conflict between India and the separatist Communist Party of India 

(Maoist). SAR understands that on May 9, 2014, police arrested Professor Saibaba as he left the university 

campus. Following the arrest, police searched his home and later claimed to have found documents and 

correspondence allegedly proving his connections with the CPI (Maoist) group. SAR further understands 

that nearly three years later, on March 7, 2017, Professor Saibaba was convicted and sentenced to life 

imprisonment under India’s Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act on charges of “being a member of a 

terrorist gang or organization” despite a lack of credible evidence linking Professor Saibaba to the CPI 

(Maoist) group. Professor Saibaba has denied the charges.  

 

Professor Saibaba suffers from post-polio syndrome, which inhibits the use of his legs, and since his arrest, 

his health has deteriorated at an alarming rate. In addition to his disability, Professor Saibaba is suffering 

from 19 health issues including life-threatening acute pancreatitis and impacted gall bladder-stones; he 

needs surgery immediately. He has cardiac complications, hypertension, and a spinal disorder that inhibits 

use of his left shoulder and hand compounding his disability. He remains in solitary confinement in a cell 

that offers no protection from the sun or the severe winter, which aggravates his health problems. Reports 

indicate that he has been mistreated and denied medication and access to proper medical treatment in prison.  
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We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our understandings. Absent 

this, the facts as described suggest that Professor Saibaba was arrested, detained, charged, and may have 

suffered mistreatment in detention, in retaliation for his nonviolent exercise of the rights to freedom of 

expression and freedom of association—conduct that is expressly protected under international human 

rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights, to which India is a party.  

 

We therefore respectfully urge you to release Professor Saibaba unconditionally and to drop any charges 

that stem from his peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, and freedom of association; 

and, pending this, to ensure immediately his well-being while in prison, including humane treatment and 

access to medical care, books, legal counsel, and family; and to ensure his case is addressed in a manner 

consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair trial, and imprisonment, in 

accordance with India’s obligations under international law. 

 

We appreciate your attention to his important matter and look forward to your reply.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert Quinn 

Executive Director 

 

CC: 

 

The Honorable Narenda Damodardad Modi 

Prime Minister 

Prime Minister’s Office 

South Block, New Delhi 110011 

India 

E-mail: narendramodi1234@gmail.com; 

connect@mygov.nic.in  

 

The Honorable Shri D. Murugesan 

Chief Justice of India 

Tilak Marg, Supreme Court, Mandi House 

New Delhi 110201 

India 

Email: supremecourt@nic.in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Shri Chennamaneni Vidyasagar 

Rao 

Governor of the State of Maharashtra 

Raj Bhawan, Walkeshwar Road, Malabar Hill 

Mumbai, Maharashtra 400035 

India 

Email: governor-mh@nic.in  

 

The Honorable Navtej Sarna 

Ambassador of the Republic of India to the 

United States 

Embassy of the Republic of India 

2017 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

USA 
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The Honorable Kenneth I. Juster 

Ambassador of the United States to the Republic 

of India 

Embassy of the United States, New Delhi 

Shantipath, Chanakyapuri 

New Delhi 110021 

India 

 

The Honorable Mike Pompeo 

Secretary of State 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 USA 

 

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussain 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights 

Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Palais des Nations 

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org 

 

 

mailto:InfoDesk@ohchr.org

