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Global Solidarity and the Courage to Think
More than 800 registrants across at least nine time zones took part in Scholars at
Risk's virtual conference, “Free to Think 2020: Responding to Attacks on Higher
Education.” The event explored academic freedom concerns in China and Hong Kong,
India, Yemen, Turkey, and Europe, and marked SAR’s 20th anniversary and the release
of our annual monitoring report, Free to Think 2020.

In a poignant ceremony, SAR’s Board Chair Catharine R. Stimpson presented the
Courage to Think Award for 2020 to Akida Pulat, who accepted the award on behalf of
her mother and disappeared academic Dr. Rahile Dawut. Ms. Pulat’s moving speech
advocated for the thousands of students and scholars of the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region, who together struggle for academic freedom and freedom of
opinion, expression, belief, association, and movement. “My mother is a scholar, not a
criminal,” she declared. “She studies the folklore and cultural traditions of minority
populations. That is not a threat to the government, other institutions, or the people of
China.”

We thank Ms. Pulat for her candor and courage, and we thank everyone across the
SAR network for supporting scholars around the world whose stories must continue to
be told. Please consider the conference calls to action and share the video catalogue
with your wider networks.

20th Anniversary Report and End of Year
Campaign

SAR’s 20th Anniversary Report is now available online to
highlight our first 20 years of protecting threatened
scholars and promoting everyone’s freedom to think,
question, and share ideas. The report includes reflections
from SAR-assisted scholars and provides an overview of
the work that, together, our SAR Network has
accomplished in each of SAR’s three program areas:
protection, advocacy, and research and learning. In
celebration of our ever-growing partnerships around the
world, we invite you to view our new video and hear
the inspiring words of a few of the many scholars across
the network.

Over the last 20 years, together we have assisted over 1,600 scholars, leveraged over
US$25 million in aid, documented over 1,700 attacks on higher education, and trained
over 5,000 participants to defend academic freedom. Your support makes this
important work possible.

As we reflect on our collective successes, we also embark on our end of year campaign
and ask you to please join us by making your gift today! Whether you’re an academic,
student, professional, or interested friend, now is the time to renew your support or
make a first-time donation to SAR.

We are so grateful to our SAR community and we extend our deepest thanks for your
support. We look forward to continuing success in this work and thank you for your
participation in all that we’ve achieved together.

 

 

Scholars of the Month
SAR scholars are at-risk higher education professionals who exemplify the pursuit of
academic freedom, freedom of expression, and university values. If your institution is
interested in hosting a SAR scholar, please email apply.scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

A Scholar of
Environmental Sciences
from Burundi

This scholar specializes in
sanitation, water resource
management, and climate
change. He has several
years of experience as a
university lecturer in
Burundi, as well as a
consultant for
environmental science
fieldwork. He is an active
contributor in the field,
having shared his
expertise at numerous
conferences in the region.
He reports risk of arrest,
harassment, and threats to
his life in Burundi and
seeks research and/or
teaching opportunities in
Belgium beginning March
2021. (Burundi 522)

 

A Scholar of Mechanical
Engineering from Syria

This scholar specializes in
robotics and digital
manufacturing, and has
published his research in
local and international
publications, as well as
presented at academic
conferences. His research
interests include robotics
and machines,
configuration and control in
robotics and geometrical
and kinematic modeling.
He has several years of
lecturing experience in
Syria, France and
Switzerland. He faced
threats to his life in Syria
and seeks research and/
or teaching opportunities in
a safe location beginning
July 2021. (Syria 703)

A Scholar of Chemistry
from Pakistan

This scholar specializes in
material science,
separation science, and
nanotechnology. She has
several years of teaching
and research experience
in Pakistan and Europe,
where she has instructed
courses in
thermodynamics and
electrochemistry, radiation
chemistry, and surface
chemistry, among
others. An active
researcher, she has
authored numerous
international peer-
reviewed articles in her
field. This scholar reports
facing death threats,
judicial investigations, and
harassment in Pakistan
and seeks research and/or
teaching opportunities in a
safe location beginning
January 2021. (Pakistan
617)

SAR Spotlight on Wellesley College

Wellesley College, a private women's liberal arts college in Massachusetts, US, is a
leading member of the Scholars at Risk Network in its mission to defend scholars and
promote academic freedom. Since joining the network in 2008, Wellesley’s faculty and
students have taken an active part in SAR’s work. The college has welcomed five
SAR-assisted scholars to campus for year-long visiting positions and, through the
Vivian G. Prins Scholars at Risk Speaker Series, three scholars have guest lectured
across a range of topics, including today’s panel, “The fate of freedom in a global
pandemic.” Experts and seasoned human rights activists examined the ways in which
governments in various parts of the world have suppressed civil liberties and
freedoms, particularly freedom of speech and expression, under the cover of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Director of the Freedom Project at Wellesley College, Dr.
Shingirai Taodzera, shared that the panel “offered a riveting and illuminating
conversation on a timely topic of global, if not universal relevance and importance." 

We are grateful to Wellesley College for being at the forefront of a dynamic, global
movement rooted in a vision of a world in which everyone enjoys the freedom to think,
question, and share ideas. Find out how your institution can help to protect threatened
scholars and strengthen the university space.

Do you self-censor?
Too often scholars are compelled to answer an impossible question: follow their
research where it leads and face the consequences, or self-censor and stay safe?
SAR is partnering with Al-Fanar Media on a new survey to determine the extent of
academic self-censorship in the Arab region. Share with us your thoughts, personal
experience, and knowledge about self-censorship and help inform concrete actions to
combat its root causes. Professors, researchers, lecturers, and students in or from the
Arab region are invited to complete the survey here, and to share the link with
colleagues in their networks to encourage participation. Researchers interested in
partnering with SAR in deploying the survey in other regions are invited to contact us
at scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

Support for Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali
In concert with worldwide advocacy efforts, the
Research Centre in Emergency and Disaster
Medicine and the Università del Piemonte
Orientale in Italy have organized a scientific
marathon in support of Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a
scholar of disaster medicine whose death
sentence in Iran may be carried out in the
coming days.

If you can, please consider joining the live
stream of the 24-hour marathon on December

9th at 3pm CET and share widely across your networks.

Events  

Inspireurope webinar on Hosting Researchers at Risk: How
employers and hosts can help researchers make the most of
their stay | December 9, 2020 | Virtual

On December 9th at 10am CET, the Inspireurope project will host
the next webinar in its series on preparing the work environment for
researchers at risk. Discussions will focus on the ways in which
employers and academic hosts can help researchers make the most
of their stay. This webinar is free of charge but registration is
required. 

Solidarity in the Time of Social Distancing | December 10, 2020
| Virtual

On Human Rights Day, the Canadian Section of Scholars at Risk
(SAR Canada) will host a virtual roundtable. Esteemed panelists will
tackle the timely question of how to safeguard scholars, scholarship,
and institutions of higher education in the midst of a pandemic.

InSPIREurope Stakeholder Forum | April 26, 2020 | Berlin,
Germany

Save the date for the second Inspireurope Stakeholder Forum to be
hosted by Inspireurope’s partner, the Alexander Von Humboldt
Foundation, in Berlin on April 26-27, 2021. Registration details
forthcoming.
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