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SAR Ex. Dir. message on events at the US
Capitol
Dear SAR colleagues,

As members of higher education communities, we might rightly think of our role
primarily in terms of inquiry, examination, and dissemination of ideas and evidence. We
are grounded in a common pursuit of truth, even as we know the process of inquiry and
discourse never ends. At times, however, we are reminded that along with truth-
seekers, we are also called to be truth-tellers. The autonomy and academic freedom
that afford us the space to seek truth, also call us to speak truth, by deploying our skills,
data, evidence and reason to expose and dismantle pernicious slanders, stereotypes,
and lies.

Last week a mob, incited by the “big lie” of a stolen election, desecrated the American
legislative chambers in an attempt to disrupt the peaceful transfer of power. At least five
people died. Barry Black, chaplain of the US Senate, noted shortly after “[T]he power of
life and death is in the tongue.” We know this too well from the stories of the colleague-
scholars SAR works to assist, the content of our Free to Think reports, and the calls-to-
action in our Advocacy Insider bulletins.

As we reflect on the events of last week, and the days and weeks to come, let us
recommit ourselves to seeking truth, to combatting the “big lies” of our time, wherever
they are, whatever the risks, and especially to protecting colleagues under threat for
having the courage to do so.

Thank you for standing with us in this work, now and always.

Rob Quinn

Executive Director

Ways to support SAR scholars in 2021
We would like to start 2021 with our thanks to the many
SAR hosts who have offered positions to scholars in the
past year. That list is long, which is a testament to the
strength and perseverance of the network. In particular,
we would like to thank Simon Fraser University in
Canada for offering multiple scholars positions and
extensions in the past year; to Western Norway
University of Applied Sciences for awaiting a scholar’s

arrival despite many challenges and delays; and to both the SAR Sweden and the SAR
Switzerland sections for securing external funding to host scholars in their respective
countries. We are also grateful to the institutions who chose to host a SAR scholar for
the first time in 2020.

We would also like to thank the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation for their continued
partnership and provision of vital research fellowships for at-risk scholars in Germany
through the Philipp Schwartz Initiative (PSI). In December, we learned that 13 SAR
scholars were awarded PSI fellowship positions to begin in 2021. We are grateful for
the support these fellowships will offer to these scholars and their families.

It’s been a challenging year for many campuses, and we remain impressed by the
dedication of the many institutions continuing to find ways to offer placement
opportunities to scholars. While SAR is not typically able to offer funding for scholar
placements, a modest amount of funding made available for this year allows us to
make awards (maximum $5,000) to a confirmed host university to supplement other
funds that have been secured to host a scholar. If you are interested in learning more,
please get in touch.

We recognize that many other members may be looking for additional ways to support
scholars, and so we invite you to read through the below opportunities and contact us if
you’d like to participate. We look forward to a bright 2021, committed as ever to do this
work together.

Update on Practitioners at Risk program
While SAR's work arranging temporary positions for at-risk individuals focuses on
scholars and academic researchers, it has always included other individuals targeted
for their ideas: journalists, writers, democracy and human rights advocates, lawyers,
and artists, or “practitioners at risk.” SAR has embarked on a new pilot program,
Practitioners at Risk, to explore university support for these individuals. The program
has had a productive first year thanks to the Practitioners at Risk affinity group, which
was established in March 2020 and consists of 48 members at present. In August
2020, we shared the story of Ahmad Noorani, an investigative journalist reporting on
political issues in Pakistan who has been hosted by affinity group member, Alfred
Friendly Press Partners at the University of Missouri. Mr. Noorani's inspiring story
provides prospective hosts with an example of the type of work a practitioner might
undertake in a university setting.

While COVID-19 has disrupted the lives of many, we have seen a growing interest to
host practitioners at risk within university spaces. With generous support from the
National Endowment for Democracy (NED), we are formally launching a call for
nominations. Affinity group members can nominate individual practitioners on a rolling
basis, but for planning purposes, we encourage nominations by February 1, 2021.
Please note you do not have to host the candidate you nominate. If you are interested
in learning more and joining the affinity group, please reach out to Shreya Balhara,
Program Officer at shreya.balhara@nyu.edu.

Scholars Seeking Hosts
SAR scholars are at-risk higher education professionals who exemplify the pursuit of
academic freedom, freedom of expression, and university values. If your institution is
interested in hosting a SAR scholar, please email apply.scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

A Scholar of Political
Science from Turkey

This scholar has several
years of research and
teaching experience at
universities in Europe and
North America. Her
research focuses on
authoritarianism,
democracy, and labor
market policies.
Additionally, she has
taught courses in politics,
political economy, society
and culture, and state and
society relations. She
reports facing risk of
arrest, harassment and
academic repercussions in
Turkey and seeks research
and/or teaching
opportunities in Canada
beginning immediately.
(Turkey 1257)

 

A Scholar of Political
Science from Iran

This scholar specializes in
analyzing the role of
religion and identity in
politics. He has authored
several publications in
English and Persian,
including articles on the
interplay between politics
and religious
fundamentalism and
leading change in religious
movements, among other
topics. This scholar reports
risk of arrest, violence, and
intimidation due to his
critical work on socio-
political issues facing an
ethnic minority in Iran and
seeks research
opportunities in a safe
location beginning August
2021. (Iran 766)

A Scholar of Sociology
from Turkey

This scholar of
development sociology
and cultural anthropology
focuses her research on
oral history, social memory,
identity formation and
minority studies. She has
decades of experience as
a university professor and
researcher in Turkey and
Europe. She is a prolific
researcher who has a
robust publication profile in
her field. She reports
facing risk of arrest,
harassment, and academic
repercussions in Turkey
and seeks research and/or
teaching opportunities in a
safe location beginning
July 2021. (Turkey 1607)

SAR Spotlight on Dr. Anas Al Khabour
Dr. Al Khabour is an archaeologist,
researcher, professor, and former museum
director whose work focuses on the
Euphrates Valley and preserving cultural
heritage during conflict. He is published
widely and a renowned lecturer at
international archaeological conferences.
Al Khabour was studying in Spain in 2011
when the Syrian conflict erupted and
engulfed his hometown. Syrian authorities initially sought to recruit him to infiltrate the
opposition. When he refused, they labeled him a deserter and revoked his university
title. Unable to continue his archaeological work in Syria, and fearing for his life if he
were to return, he contacted Scholars at Risk, which helped arrange successive
positions at Gothenburg University, Université Libre de Bruxelles in Belgium, and Lund
University in Sweden. “I truly appreciate the way SAR tackled my preoccupations and
brought my fear level down,” said Al Khabour. “I recovered my faith in the academic
community, which showed solidarity and proved that its members matter, their integrity
and intellectual production are protected even in the hardest circumstances. Thank
you, Scholars At Risk!”

If you would like to host a SAR scholar, please reach out to scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.
Hear more from other SAR scholars in our 20th Anniversary Report.

Remote Fellowships for SAR Scholars
In response to the mounting travel restrictions affecting
scholars around the world, institutions across the SAR
network continue to provide remote fellowship
opportunities for SAR scholars. Universities have created
remote affiliations so that scholars may access academic
databases and continue their research and academic

work, often after long periods of being shut out of academia. One scholar described
their experience by sharing that the “remote fellowship helped me more than I
expected. I taught an online course and the free access contributed a lot when I
prepared my lectures...I regularly meet with my advisor and all the department
members are very welcoming...In sum, I am very pleased to be a part of this program.”
Any universities interested in learning more about remote opportunities for SAR
scholars are invited to read more here and contact SAR Program Officer Shreya
Balhara at shreya.balhara@nyu.edu.

Volunteer Proofreader Initiative
In 2020, SAR launched the Volunteer
Proofreader Initiative, a proofreading program
dedicated to advancing the academic job search
of SAR scholars. We are grateful to all network
members who have expressed interest, and we
continue to invite volunteer participation by
network members who might offer individualized edits and suggestions to CVs, cover
letters, and other documents relevant to a scholar’s academic job search. We are
particularly eager to work with volunteers who have experience in academia and/or on
academic hiring committees. For further information and details on how to join, please
visit the SAR website or contact Madochée Bozier, Program Associate at
madochee.bozier@nyu.edu.

Book Release: Researching Academic
Freedom: Guidelines and Sample Case
Studies
Academic freedom is a prerequisite for research and innovation. A lively debate about
this concept is taking place in the academic community, yet scholars have so far paid
scant attention to the systematic study of its empirical manifestations. To facilitate in
depth research on both the realization and the violation of academic freedom around
the world, this book introduces case study guidelines as well as four sample studies
that apply these guidelines to the country cases Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, and Russia.
Read more.

Do you self-censor?
SAR is partnering with Al-Fanar Media on a new survey to determine the extent of
academic self-censorship in the Arab region. Professors, researchers, lecturers, and
students in or from the region are invited to complete the survey here, and to share the
link with colleagues in their networks to encourage participation. (Researchers
interested in partnering with SAR in deploying the survey in other regions are invited to
contact us at scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.)

Events  

InSPIREurope Stakeholder Forum | April 26, 2021 | Berlin,
Germany

Save the date for the second Inspireurope Stakeholder Forum to be
hosted by Inspireurope’s partner, the Alexander Von Humboldt
Foundation, in Berlin on April 26-27, 2021. Registration details
forthcoming.

9th Call for Philipp Schwartz Initiative Fellowships

The 9th call for applications to the Philipp Schwartz Initiative is
open, and interested members can learn more on the Philipp
Schwartz Initiative website. The deadline for putting candidates
forward to SAR for review is February 5, 2021.
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