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Save the Date: Announcing the 2021
Philipp Schwartz and Inspireurope
Stakeholder Forum
SAR invites you to save the date for the 2021 Philipp Schwartz and Inspireurope
Stakeholder Forum, which will be held on 26 and 27 April as an online event.
Convened by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s Philipp Schwartz Initiative in
cooperation with the Scholars at Risk Germany Section and the Inspireurope project,
the Forum will provide an opportunity for scholars, host institutions, funding
organisations, and partners across Europe and beyond to discuss issues related to
academic freedom and the situation of at-risk researchers in Europe. It will also place a
particular focus on the topic of re-building interrupted research careers within and
beyond academia.

Invitations will be issued in March by the organisers. We hope to see many of you
there.

SAR hosts advocacy training for Student
Advocacy Seminar participants

In partnership with Roger Williams University, SAR will host the annual
Student Advocacy Day, an advocacy and leadership summit open to
students and faculty conducting case advocacy and research via SAR's
Student Advocacy Seminars. Students will participate in training

webinars on governmental avenues for advocacy, social media advocacy, and the
power of the student voice, and will have opportunities to present on their own research
and advocacy in support of Scholars in Prison. On March 3rd at 7:00pm EST, the event
will kick off with a keynote by Jewher Ilham and Akeda Pulati, daughters of imprisoned
Uyghur scholars. This keynote is open to everyone; register here! Xiyue Wang, a
graduate student formerly imprisoned in Iran, will present the closing keynote with his
wife and advocate Hua Qu. Please contact clare.robinson@nyu.edu to learn more.

Scholars Seeking Hosts
SAR scholars are at-risk higher education professionals who exemplify the pursuit of
academic freedom, freedom of expression, and university values. If your institution is
interested in hosting a SAR scholar, please email apply.scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

A Scholar of Geography
from Yemen

Specializing in climate
change, drought patterns
and threats to agricultural
production in Yemen, this
scholar of geography has
a number of years of
teaching experience at
universities in the Middle
East and Asia. He has also
published his research in
regional and international
journals. He reports risk of
violence and threats to his
career due to the ongoing
conflict, and seeks
research and/ or teaching
opportunities in a safe
location beginning
immediately. (Yemen 560)

 

A Scholar of Philosophy
from Iran

This early career scholar
specializes in early
modern, medieval and
political philosophy. He
has a promising research
background, and has
authored several academic
articles in his field as well
as presented his work at
numerous international
conferences. He also has
research experience at a
university in Europe. This
scholar reports prior
detention and risk of arrest
and violence in Iran, and
seeks research
opportunities in Europe or
North America beginning
July 2021. (Iran 841)

A Scholar of
Mathematics from Turkey

This scholar of
mathematics has several
years of experience
working as a researcher
and professor at
universities in Turkey. She
specializes in elliptic partial
differential equations, and
has authored several
academic publications in
her field. She reports
facing risk of arrest,
harassment, and academic
repercussions in Turkey
and seeks research and/or
teaching opportunities in
Europe or North America
beginning immediately.
(Turkey 1177)

 

Academic Freedom Safeguards Inquiry. So
Why Not Teach About It?

How do we defend scientific integrity and academic freedom? What practices can we
put in place now to defend scholarly dialogue and debate? Why should society value
quality higher education? Scholars at Risk, together with our Academic Refuge project
partners*, have created a free online course on why academic freedom matters.
Faculty can complement their courses with modules from Dangerous Questions, when
issues around dialogue and debate remain increasingly vital for society. SAR staff can
discuss course integration questions and support by writing to
scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

What is the course about?

Participants will examine distinctions between academic freedom and free expression,
how academic freedom contributes to a democratic society, and the importance of free
and open research to core higher education values. This course contextualizes current
threats to academic freedom and how this relates to the academic community
worldwide, as well as the international standards and principles that protect it, making
participants more knowledgeable and effective advocates.

Register now!

This free, self-paced course is designed for anyone interested in asking critical
questions. The course--divided into three one-week modules--is available on
FutureLearn beginning March 1, 2021. Once registered, participants can access
course materials for five weeks. To date Dangerous Questions has brought together
over 4,300 participants from 134 countries. Join our global conversation about
academic freedom!

*The Academic Refuge project aims to improve the capacity of European universities to assist refugees and threatened academics on

campus and to promote understanding and respect for higher education values. Partners include the University of Oslo, the UNICA

network, the University of Ljubljana and Scholars at Risk. The European University Association (EUA), the European Association of

International Education (EAIE), Al-Fanar Media, and University World News are associate partners on the project.

Opportunities for Industry
One of the key objectives of the Inspireurope project is to
increase employment and career development opportunities
within industries across Europe for researchers at risk. A recent
article, developed in cooperation with the commercialisation office of Maynooth
University, explores how two researchers at risk have made the transition into industry
and how companies value their skills and perspectives. To read about their transition
from academia to industry and to learn more about the work of Inspireurope in this
area, please see the full article here.

Recordings Available for Inspireurope
Webinars
The latest webinar from Inspireurope focuses on how host institutions and
organisations can anticipate the needs and challenges facing researchers at risk.
Discussions explore strategies for hosts to allow visiting researchers to make the most
of their stay at their host institutions and prepare their next steps, including career
opportunities. For those who were unable to attend or would like to revisit the
presentations, please visit the webinars webpage on the SAR Europe website.

Events  

Free Online Course: “Dangerous Questions: Why Academic
Freedom Matters” | March 1, 2021 | Online

Are some questions too dangerous to ask? What happens to
scholars and students who ask those questions? How can you
contribute to strengthening core higher education values, such as
academic freedom? These are among the questions we will discuss
in “Dangerous Questions: Why Academic Freedom Matters,” a free
online course created by the Academic Refuge project.

InSPIREurope Stakeholder Forum | April 26, 2021 | Online

Save the date for the second Inspireurope Stakeholder Forum to be
hosted by Inspireurope’s partner, the Alexander Von Humboldt
Foundation, in Berlin on April 26-27, 2021. Registration details
forthcoming.
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