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More Than 90 Placements Across the
Network Reflect SAR Member
Commitments and Generosity
With generosity and ingenuity during an incredibly challenging period, the SAR network
of member institutions has created innumerable ways to assist threatened scholars
around the world. So far this year, member institutions have created 94 visiting
positions in 13 countries and, remarkably, several SAR members have offered positions
to multiple scholars: KU Leuven, Lund University, Norwegian University of Science &
Technology, University of Bergen, University of Gothenburg, University of Oslo,
University of Trento, and Uppsala University. Interest in hosting continues to grow
across the sections with Jagiellonian University and Villa Decius in Poland welcoming
the first scholar under their SAR program. Alongside the network’s support for
academics, the Practitioners at Risk program -- dedicated to democracy activists and
human rights defenders -- has arranged two university-based positions as other
opportunities develop across a growing number of institutions. In addition to these on-
campus placements, member universities have created 10 remote fellowships for
scholars, providing these scholars with a connection to a host campus while they are
unable to travel.

SAR’s Volunteer Proofreader Initiative has provided proofreading and other advice to
more than 20 scholars since its launch in January. To support their job searches, SAR
scholars have used the program for a second look at their job application materials,
including CVs, teaching statements, and cover letters. The program has a roster of 21
volunteer proofreaders, including representatives from member universities and those
new to SAR, and we are always seeking new volunteers.

While the SAR secretariat does not typically offer funding for scholar placements, this
year it was able to make awards (up to US $5K) to supplement other funds that have
been secured to host a scholar. Thanks to generous donors, an emergency fund has
provided for a range of resources such as temporary accommodation and flights to
SAR positions, critical academic and professional trainings, and language courses. The
fund has accommodated more than 30 requests so far this year.

If you are interested in supporting SAR scholars via hosting or any of the opportunities
mentioned here, please get in touch: scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

Scholar Spotlight: Dr. Eqbal Mohammed
Dauqan, Yemen

Dr. Dauqan is a scholar, lecturer, and
widely published author working on
biochemistry and food sciences. She has
held positions in academia and the private
sector, including working for a private
development fund. A chemist by training,
she is a champion of the study of science in
Yemen, particularly among women, and
has been internationally recognized for her

research in nutrition. Over 200,000 people have died in the ongoing conflict in Yemen.
The violence reached her city in 2015 when her university was bombed, resulting in the
death of students, staff, and colleagues. Unable to safely continue her work, she fled to
Malaysia. She contacted Scholars at Risk, which helped arrange an associate
professor position at the University of Agder in Norway. Dr. Dauqan has since
continued her career in Norway, with SAR helping to arrange a second position, and
has a book and several other written works under review. She continues her research
in nutrition, biochemistry, and organic chemistry and participates regularly in
international conferences in her field as well as activities that support women and
refugee scientists. “I will never forget my colleagues in the University of Agder, my
Norwegian family,” said Dauqan. “I am really grateful to SAR for giving me the
opportunity to meet them. They showed me that everything is possible. Never give up."

Read more scholar stories in SAR’s 20th Anniversary Report

Scholars Seeking Hosts
SAR scholars are at-risk higher education professionals who exemplify the pursuit of
academic freedom, freedom of expression, and university values. If your institution is
interested in hosting a SAR scholar, please email apply.scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

A Scholar of Language
and Linguistics from Syria

This scholar has over
three decades of teaching
experience at universities
in the Middle East, where
he has led courses on
phonology and phonetics,
semantics, syntax, and
more. He is currently a
visiting researcher in
Europe. He has authored
several publications in
international and regional
academic journals, on
topics including English
and Arabic linguistics,
translation, syntax, and
morphology. He faces risk
due to the ongoing
situational violence in
Syria and seeks research
and/or teaching
opportunities in a safe
location beginning
February 2022. (Syria 808)

 

A Scholar of Agricultural
Biotechnology from Turkey

This scholar specializes in
rumen microbiology, gene
engineering, and industrial
enzyme production. He
has several years of
teaching and research
experience at a university
in Turkey. This scholar has
instructed courses in
animal physiology, general
biology, and microbial
genetics and ecology,
among others. He is an
active researcher who has
authored numerous
international peer-
reviewed articles in his
field. He reports facing
arrest, harassment and
loss of position in Turkey
and seeks research and/or
teaching opportunities in a
safe location beginning
immediately. (Turkey 1819)

A Scholar of Sociology
from Turkey

This scholar specializes in
border studies, migration,
gender, and memory. She
has numerous years of
university teaching and
research experience at
universities in Europe and
North America. She has
decades of experience
writing and publishing in
academic journals and
non-academic outlets. She
reports facing risk of
arrest, harassment, and
academic repercussions in
Turkey and seeks research
opportunities in Europe
beginning in July 2021.
(Turkey 1844)

 

 

 

Free To Think Podcast

Episode 4: I was a hostage
Scholar Xiyue Wang on dynamics of academic hostage-taking in Iran 

Free to Think talks with Xiyue Wang, a PhD
candidate in history at Princeton University,
about the complicated intersection between
state hostage-taking and international
campaigns for prisoners’ release. In May 2016,
Wang visited Iran to do research. Despite prior
approval of his research plan by Iranian

authorities, in August 2016 he was detained, falsely charged with espionage, and
eventually convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison. After international
campaigns on his behalf, Wang was released in a prisoner swap between the US and
Iran in December 2019.

Episode 5: Share the Platform

Free to Think talks with Alfred Babo about Share the Platform, a new initiative to
“center the expertise of refugees to improve policy, programs, and practice” in a wide
variety of fields. Babo, a refugee from the civil war in Côte d’Ivoire, is an
interdisciplinary scholar in the anthropology of development, political science, and
African studies. Babo currently teaches at SAR network member Fairfield University
and previously taught at the University of Bouaké and Smith College in Massachusetts,
USA. He is a member of the Governing Board of Scholars at Risk.

Share the Platform invites participation in their upcoming virtual conference on May 13,
2021. Information and registration at https://www.sharetheplatform.org.

Please send us your comments, questions, or suggestions for future episodes to
scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu, or by tweeting us at @RobQ_SAR or @ScholarsAtRisk.

Subscribe to the podcast on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple Podcasts, Audible,
Amazon Music, or Stitcher.

SAR supports universities’ call for Dr.
Ahmadreza Djalali’s release

To mark the fifth anniversary of Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali's wrongful imprisonment in Iran,
the Karolinska Institutet, Università del Piemonte Orientale, and Vrije Universiteit
Brussel, where Dr. Djalali worked prior to his imprisonment, issued a joint statement
calling for his release.

To date, the evidentiary basis for Dr. Djalali’s arrest, death sentence, and continued
detention remains undisclosed. During his imprisonment, he has been repeatedly
denied access to essential medical care, despite evidence that he is suffering from
leukemia, and recently spent over 140 days in solitary confinement.

SAR remains alarmed at Dr. Djalali’s continued detention and repeated denial of
medical care. In solidarity with these universities and our global advocacy partners,
SAR calls on Iranian authorities to suspend the capital sentence issued against Dr.
Djalali and to secure his immediate release so he may receive the medical care he
urgently needs.

To take action to support Dr. Djalali, join SAR’s campaign for him today.

Philipp Schwartz-Initiative
As part of our valued partnership with the Alexander von Humboldt’s Philipp Schwartz
Initiative, which provides 2-year research fellowships for threatened researchers at
German research institutions, SAR provides risk assessments for universities seeking
to apply on behalf of a threatened scholar. The next round of the Philipp Schwartz
Initiative opens in early June. Please contact SAR if you would like to seek our review
for a potential candidate. We are grateful for the remarkable number of SAR-Germany
members who participate in the program to host scholars each year - over a dozen this
year alone.

Events  

Academic Freedom Discussion Series Session III: Right to be
Wrong? When Academic Audiences Object to Academic
Expression I May 12, 2021 I Virtual

Session III will discuss academic freedom as it relates to a scholar’s
right to articulate novel, controversial, challenging, or offensive
ideas. Using case examples as a jumping off point, we will discuss
scenarios where academic expression is challenged as too
offensive for academic freedom protection.

Lessons on Repression from Turkish Universities: Politics of
Repression – Strategies and Resistances in Scholarship I May
25, 2021 I Virtual

Drawing on the findings of their recent study on academic freedom
in Turkish universities, İnan Özdemir Taştan and Aydın Ördek from
the School of Human Rights in Ankara/Turkey will discuss the extent
of the repression and its implications. Asking how we can grasp
academic freedom in terms of rights and responsibilities for the
future of democracy, the two scholars will explore lessons that can
be learnt from the Turkish case, contributing to a broader diagnosis
of the situation of academia beyond this specific crisis.

Academic Freedom Discussion Series Session IV: Who’s in
charge here? Making the Case for Institutional Autonomy I May
26, 2021 I Virtual

Session IV will discuss how autonomy works to ensure that
decisions about teaching, research, and academic standards are
made by those trained within the scholarly community–not according
to outside interference. Using case examples as a jumping off point,
we will discuss the necessity for self-governance in decision-making
and leadership to fulfill higher education’s public mission.

Forms of Repression in Brazil: Politics of Repression –
Strategies and Resistances in Scholarship I June 8, 2021 I
Virtual

A talk by Prof. Dr. Flavia Meireles examines the brief but remarkable
presence of leftist Brazilian lesbian politician Marielle Franco, who
was assassinated on March 14, 2018 in a still unresolved case.

Academic Freedom Discussion Series Session V: Promises and
Pitfalls: Navigating International Programs and Partnerships I
June 9, 2021 I Virtual

Session V will discuss geopolitical tensions within the higher
education sector. What happens when academic programs or
partnerships are viewed as contrary to the values of the higher
education community? Using case examples as a jumping off point,
we will discuss concerns that arise from cross-border activities or
partnerships.
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