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Scholars in Prison: Ahmed Samir Santawy
sentenced to four years in an Egyptian jail

Join SAR in calling on Egyptian authorities to
immediately release master’s student Ahmed
Samir Santawy. On June 22, the State Security
Emergency Misdemeanor Court sentenced Mr.
Santawy to four years in prison for publishing
“false news” -- a verdict that cannot be appealed.
The conviction is reportedly based on social
media posts critical of Egypt’s violations of
human rights, which Mr. Santawy has denied
writing. On June 23, Mr. Santawy began a
hunger strike.

Mr. Santawy, an Egyptian citizen and a graduate
student studying women’s rights at Central

European University in Vienna, Austria, has been denied access to legal counsel and
contact with his family since his detention on February 1, 2021. He has reported being
blindfolded and beaten by his interrogators of the Supreme State Security Police
(SSSP).

Mr. Santawy's case is the latest in a series of incidents in which international students
and researchers have been harassed, tortured, and imprisoned by Egyptian authorities.
Other cases include University of Bologna Master’s student Patrick George Zaki,
University of Washington PhD candidate Walid Salem and Italian PhD candidate Giulio
Regeni. SAR calls on the international higher education community to demand Mr.
Santawy’s immediate release and the release of all wrongfully imprisoned scholars in
Egypt.

 

 

SAR, Global Young Academy, and IIE-
SRF Jointly Host Scholar Workshop

On June 18th, Scholars at Risk co-hosted with the Global Young Academy’s At-Risk
Scholars Initiative and the IIE Scholar Rescue Fund an online workshop for at-risk
scholars, which focused on professional avenues beyond traditional academic careers.
Recognizing the challenges all academics face in securing permanent university
employment, paired with the unique hurdles that at-risk scholars overcome in their
professional careers, this workshop was designed to promote discussion and offer
guidance on the range of opportunities in university administration, community colleges,
and in science and technology companies. The workshop placed a geographic focus on
North America, taking into account the academic and employment structures in
different regions. Bernadette So, Executive Director for the Career Development Center
at Rutgers University-Newark, emphasized the effort it takes to re-frame one’s narrative
away from academia and research, and that a non-faculty job can still allow one to be
an academic. She encouraged anyone considering expanded career options to focus
their thinking on what they can offer, and how their skills can be applied in new
contexts, rather than focus on what may be perceived to be lost. SAR is grateful for the
opportunity to discuss diverse career paths with the 45 attendees, and looks forward to
hosting additional workshops for scholars in the network.

Inspireurope: Inclusion of Researchers at
Risk - A new ‘Main Principle’ applying to
the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
The EU-funded Inspireurope project issued a press release welcoming the inclusion of
the category ‘researchers at risk’ for the first time under the main principles applying to
the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Work Programme 2021-2022. MSCA defines
‘researchers at risk’ as “researchers at all stages of their careers who are experiencing
threats to their lives, liberty, or research careers, and those who are forced or have
been forced to flee because of such threats.”

Furthermore, Inspireurope noted the serious obstacles that continue to face many
researchers at risk in accessing existing EU funding, and remains committed to the
importance of a dedicated EU fellowship programme for researchers at risk, deserving
of increased support.

Scholars Seeking Hosts
SAR scholars are at-risk higher education professionals who exemplify the pursuit of
academic freedom, freedom of expression, and university values. If your institution is
interested in hosting a SAR scholar, please email apply.scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

A Scholar of Geography
Education from Turkey

This scholar has over a
decade of university
teaching and research
experience in Turkey and
the United States,
including instructing
courses on geography,
natural hazards, and
geography information
systems (GIS). A prolific
researcher as well, he has
authored several
publications in English and
Turkish focusing on
geography education, K-12
education, GIS, and
geospatial technologies.
He reports risk of arrest,
harassment, and loss of
position in Turkey and
seeks research
opportunities in a safe
location beginning
immediately. (Turkey 1780)

 

 

 

 

A Scholar of Film Studies
from Iran

This early-career scholar
specializes in global,
experimental, and poetic
cinema as well as
philosophical film theory.
He has several years of
teaching and research
experience at universities
and research centers in
Iran, including courses on
world cinema and script
and playwriting. He is an
active researcher who has
authored numerous peer-
reviewed articles in his
field and presented his
work at several national
and international academic
conferences. He reports
facing surveillance and
fears loss of position,
arrest, and threats to his
life in Iran, and seeks
short-term (~6 months)
research opportunities in a
safe location beginning
immediately. (Iran 858)

A Scholar of Computer
Science from Yemen

This scholar specializes in
data management and big
data analysis. He has
several years of
experience teaching
university-level courses in
Yemen and Malaysia,
including courses on
computational
programming, advanced
database, data
warehousing, and data
mining. He is a productive
academic researcher and
is currently working on a
quantitative study on trust
in the news media. He
reports risk of violence and
threats to his life due to the
ongoing situational
violence in Yemen, and
seeks teaching and/ or
research opportunities in a
safe location beginning
immediately. (Yemen 587)

 

 

 

Courage to Think Award

Scholars at Risk is seeking nominations for the 2021 Courage to Think Award, which
will be presented during an award ceremony at SAR's annual Free to Think event in
November 2021.

The Courage to Think Award recognizes individuals, groups, or institutions that have
demonstrated an exemplary commitment to protecting scholars and promoting
academic freedom, whether through their professional work, private or community
service, or by facing personal risk. Past recipients include Dr. Rahile Dawut, who, along
with all scholars and students of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in China,
was recognized in absentia for her work in Uyghur studies; Turkey’s Academics for
Peace for their efforts in building academic solidarity and promoting academic freedom
worldwide; and over 600 wrongfully imprisoned scholars and students in Egypt who
were honored in absentia for their struggle for academic freedom.

Scholars at Risk requests nominations by July 31, 2021.

 

 

Free To Think Podcast

Episode 8: Transforming Afghanistan through education: Aziz Royesh and the
Marefat High School

Free to Think talks with Aziz Royesh, a leading advocate for primary and secondary
education in Afghanistan and the founder of the Marefat High School in Kabul, which
currently serves more than 3100 Afghan students, about half of whom are girls.

Episode 9: Questioning authority: Myanmar’s Kyaw Moe Tun and Parami
University

Free to Think talks with Kyaw Moe Tun, executive director of the Parami University, the
first private, non-profit, liberal arts and sciences university in Myanmar. He discusses
the promise and challenges of liberal education in a time of protests and unrest.

Episode 10: “Still very much in Africa, in a way”: Zimbabwe’s Dr. Prosper
Maguchu on experience as a SAR-assisted scholar

Free to Think talks with Dr. Prosper Maguchu, a researcher, human rights lawyer, and
activist from Zimbabwe. He worked to defend victims of state violence before domestic
and international courts, bringing vindication to his clients, but drawing threats and
violence against himself. Prosper shares his experience as a SAR-assisted scholar at
universities in the Netherlands.

Please send us your comments, questions, or suggestions for future episodes to
scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu, or by tweeting us at @RobQ_SAR or @ScholarsAtRisk.

Subscribe to the podcast on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple Podcasts, Audible,
Amazon Music, or Stitcher.

There's still time! Apply for the 2021-22
Mellon/SAR Academic Freedom Workshop
& Fellowships
Scholars at Risk is still accepting applications for a remote research
workshop/fellowship for early career researchers studying, writing and/or teaching on
academic freedom, made possible by the generous support and partnership of the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. This eight-month program is intended to provide a
research stipend and supportive professional community for researchers to develop
and share related work on comparative and global academic freedom. Details on the
workshop/fellowship, including eligibility, are available here.

The deadline for submission is August 15, 2021. Please share this call widely with
your networks, or apply.

Events  

Dialogos Internacionales: Scholar at Risk Speakers Series I
July 27, 2021 I Online

University of Chile will host a Virtual Speaker Series, titled Dialogos
Internacionales: Scholar at Risk Speakers Series.

Inspireurope Outreach Workshop I October 7, 2021 I
Jagiellonian University

The second Inspireurope outreach workshop will take place in
Krakow, Poland on October 7-8, 2021 and aims to build on the
progress made at the first Inspireurope outreach workshop that took
place in Krakow on January 9th, 2020. Hosted by Inspireurope
project partner Jagiellonian University, the workshop will bring
together stakeholders from Poland and neighboring countries to
discuss activities to support researchers at risk.
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