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RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTNERS 

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE OF SAR PARTNER NETWORKS 

A Partner Network Agreement establishes terms of cooperation between Scholars at Risk (“SAR”) and a pre-existing network 
of higher education institutions (the “Partner Network”) that shares SAR’s interest in the protection of individual scholars and 
practitioners, and promotion of academic freedom and related higher education values. The purposes of the agreement are: 

Commitment to academic freedom: The Partner Network affirms their commitment to academic freedom as 
set forth in the Scholars at Risk Network’s founding statement, through the Academic Freedom Monitoring 
Project, academic freedom values guides/trainings, and other related projects.
Official representatives: The Partner Network designates a primary representative to communicate with the 
relevant SAR offices and SAR network, including receiving information about scholars/practitioners seeking 
temporary assistance, and other network activities. Likewise, SAR designates an appropriate contact or 
contacts to liaise with the Partner Network, disseminate information on their behalf, and provide opportunities 
for engagement. 
Partner Network coordination: The Partner Network and SAR will agree on suitable arrangements for 
communicating information to their members, including invitations to participate in relevant activities, updates 
on such activities, invitations to events, and reports and other information concerning higher education values. 
Rights of membership:  Partner Networks in good standing are eligible to participate in decision-making at SAR 
membership meetings; receive discounts on event admission; and receive preferential consideration for 
advising on services, internships, and other opportunities. 
Partner Network membership representation: By entering into a “Partner Network Agreement” the Partner 
Network confirms that it does not make decisions for its individual member institutions while participating in 
the agreement.

(Requirements)

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTICIPATION BY PARTNER NETWORK MEMBERS 
(Optional)

Partner Network Agreement

Participation in any specific SAR activity, including hosting scholars/practitioners, is at the discretion of each network 
member institution. SAR provides opportunities for the Partner Network members to engage in SAR activities, and 
may provide informational resources on these activities, should they be interested in pursuing independent 
membership in the SAR network. Opportunities to engage in SAR activities include:

The rights and obligations of membership include the following:

To reinforce a mutually beneficial partnership through the offering of activities and benefits to both SAR
and Partner Network institutions.
To encourage both SAR and Partner Network members to participate in such activities, at their discretion,
either as individuals or in groups.
To encourage both SAR and Partner Network institutions to seek reciprocal institutional membership.
To coordinate services between SAR and the Partner Network in jointly deployed projects.
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Hosting lectures, panels, and other events, including SAR Speaker Series events featuring SAR scholars. 
Advocating on behalf of imprisoned, detained, or unjustly prosecuted scholars through the Scholars in 
Prison Project or through a faculty-led Student Advocacy Seminar.
Promoting academic freedom through the Academic Freedom Monitoring Project and related research. 
Hosting threatened scholars and practitioners for visiting academic positions. SAR staff may provide direct 
assistance in making arrangements and in counseling scholar- and practitioner-visitors about relocation, 
settling in, and post-visit transitions.
Participating in SAR conferences on academic freedom, university autonomy, and related higher education 
issues. SAR may extend to their membership discounted registration for SAR events and other benefits.

https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scholars-at-Risk-Inc-Bylaws-as-amended-09OCT2025.pdf



